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COCOA BEACH  
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. 

The Sunday Courier 
 

NOVEMBER 29, 2020  

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
 

126 S. Atlantic Ave.  
P.O. Box 320009  

Cocoa Beach, FL 32932 

 

           

www.cbcc-ucc.org   

Facebook.com/CBCC.UCC 

 

Tel: 321-783-3961  
Fax: 321-783-0582 

CBCC.Info@cfl.rr.com 

COME DECORATE   
THE CHURCH  
FOR CHRISTMAS 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1 
10:00AM to 11:30AM 

 

We will follow safe guidelines for meeting!  
We will be decorating in the Sanctuary, Sponsler 

Hall and the church grounds. There are tasks that 

can be done individually and/or without getting too 

close so we can maintain safe distances, taking spe-

cial care and turns when working together on certain 

projects like decorating the tree.   

We anticipate it will be easy to accommodate all 

who want to help but to help us better know who is 

coming. Please Sign-Up to reserve your place.  

Sign up sheet outside or CALL CHURCH OFFICE.  

FOUR SUNDAYS OF ADVENT 

November 29 – December 20  

 10:00 AM 

The longing of Advent is echoed in the 
plea of Revelation 22:20: “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

 

If you long for a world that is illuminated by God’s love,  

join us in praying this Advent,  “Come, Lord Jesus.”  

All are  welcome each Sunday  as we light candles  

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP  

 THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24    

OUTSIDE in the Grove  

4:00PM 

CANDLELIGHT IN SANCTUARY @ 7:00PM 

More info on page 7 
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WE COLLECT FOOD  

EVERY WEEK! 
 

CBCC helps support many food ministries In 

Cocoa Beach and throughout the Space 

Coast.    

Your donations of Tuna Salad or Chicken Salad w/ Crack-

ers boxes, fruit cups, granola bars, Vienna sausages, and 

other items suitable for a non-perishable lunch bag are 

always needed and welcome.  

These food items can be dropped off on Sundays  

Or you can bring by anytime during the week.  
 

Ready to eat lunch bags are available at the church office 

for community friends in need who stop by.  
 

Other foods items are given to our local food pantries.  

Lutheran Church  

of the Resurrection 
525 Minutemen Causeway 

 

DRIVE THRU  

FOOD PANTRY  

OPEN SATURDAYS  

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM. 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY~ TUESDAYS @ 2:00PM  
Those who participate in Loren Bowling and Bill Douglas’ 

weekly Bible Study  will now have the opportunity to gath-

er in person .  

Please contact Loren at 321-783-0085  

or Bill at 321-783-0353 for more information 

CENTER FOR  
SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT 

Thursdays: 10:30-11:30 AM 

10 Weeks! January 21  - March 25 

Surprised by the Parables:  

Growing in Grace through the Stories of Jesus  

by Michelle Lee Barnewall 

In the Gospels, Jesus used parables to teach transformative  

lessons and convey deep spiritual truths about the kingdom of 

God. But he often used them to confront and challenge his 

audience as well, forcing his listeners  to open or close their 

hearts to the kingdom.  In Surprised by the Parables, Barnewall 

explores the ancient context these parables drew from. These 

stories of grace reveal many of the mysteries central to God's 

character, and understanding the ancient world behind them 

will help us see the parables from a new perspective.  

Participants will want to purchase the book. The cost is any-

where from $8 to $9 for an E-book or about $18 plus shipping 

for a paperback .  

One hour session each week. No lunch or refreshment will be 

served. You are certainly welcome to bring your own.  

CSE ONLINE OPTIONS 

For those who do prefer to remain at home on Thursdays we use  

 live online forum via Zoom or Google Meet for you to join those  

of us in Sponsler Hall . 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you’re on Facebook you may have noticed occasional posts on 

our CBCC page from the CSE.  Currently we are going through the 

Spiritual Alphabet.  Please send a request to join the CSE FB 

Group via any post you see from CSE and receive all the news! 

THRIFT SHOP NEWS 

Thrift Shop is open  

Mondays and Thursdays 

10:00a.m to 2:00p.m.  

Volunteers are  

Always Needed!    
 

Call Judie  

239-223-0706  

or contact church office. 

 Masks are required 

CDC Guidelines Will be Followed 

Currently we are NOT taking donations!  

We will let you know when we’re ready!!  

KNITTING  ~ WEDNESDAYS @  10:00AM  

Participants with every level of ability are welcome.  

Call Suzie Fast if you have questions. 
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CHRISTMAS FUND  . . . For the Veterans of 

the Cross and the Emergency Fund  

OFFERING ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER  20  

The Pension Boards of the United Church of Christ creat-

ed the Christmas Fund and has been caring for active 

and retired clergy, church staff, surviving clergy spouses 

and lay employees of the United Church of Christ for 

over 100 years, providing emergency grants, supple-

mentation of small annuities and health premiums, and 

Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each December to 

our lower-income retirees. For such a time as this God 

comes to be with us, again. These times also call us to 

deeper compassion and increased generosity.  

Through the generosity of churches like ours, these serv-

ants of the church receive emergency financial assis-

tance, help with health care costs, and annual “thank 

you” checks. We give not only to meet their needs, not 

only to thank them for their ministries, but also to make 

room in our hearts and their lives for a new thing to 

break forth.  

Since last March, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

the emergency financial needs of many who serve the 

church have increased dramatically.  

These difficult times make the need for  

the Christmas Fund more urgent than ever . 

 

FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS by  Rev. Cathy Barker  

My father, a UCC minister, died of cancer at age 54, just 

after Thanksgiving. I was fourteen; my brother and sister 

were grown and had to go back to their homes. Mom 

and I were lonely, confused about the future, and our 

financial picture was very shaky. Further, we faced a 

bleak Christmas . . . we didn’t even want to think about 

that. “Then came a check from the Christmas Fund.  

We were both deeply touched that our national Church 

somehow knew that we were in need and gave us this 

gift. It didn’t solve all our troubles, but it made it possi-

ble for us to have Christmas. We felt the love behind the 

gift, and that was transformative.  

“Throughout my mother’s long life, she gave faithfully 

and gratefully to the Christmas Fund, and I have done 

the same through the churches I have served as pastor. 

I’ve often told our story, because I want people to know 

how important it is to reach out in this way. “When the 

pandemic caused such upheaval, and an appeal came 

from the Pension Boards telling about the increased 

need for emergency funds, I sat right down and wrote a 

check. My husband and I are glad we could help.” . 
 

In 2019, gifts to the Christmas Fund enabled:  

Monthly pension supplementation for 350 retired  

clergy and lay employees ($1,347,419) Health premium 

supplementation for 144 retired clergy and lay employ-

ees ($374,577) Emergency grants for 69 individuals and 

families ($123,727) Christmas “Thank You” gift checks to 

521 retired clergy and lay employees ($260,500)  

Every child deserves to experience the joy of Christmas morning!!  

The Salvation Army Angel Tree program helps provide Christmas gifts for the 

children of Brevard County. Another way of giving is to go online 

to  walmartangeltree.com and putting in our local zip code to purchase a 

child's gift. A check also can be sent directly to The Salvation Army 919 

Peachtree St. Cocoa, Fl 32922   

On Thursday, December 3rd  Cocoa Beach Community Church will once again partici-

pate at this annual event and cover the table one day at the Merritt Island Mall.  

We are so glad to again have the volunteers needed. Thank you so much for serving!!  
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 Sunday, November 29, 2020 
 

 GATHERING MUSIC 

 “You're A Mean One, Mr. Grinch”    composed by Albert Hague  

 Dave Wrable: Piano – Dennis Thompson: Percussion 

 

WELCOME                                                                                                             Ed Middleton 
 

LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF HOPE                                                                 

LEADER: Today is the beginning of Advent -the preparation time for celebrating Christ’s birth. We are here be-

cause God’s promises to our ancestors came true when Jesus was born. God’s promise is kept each Sunday when 

we worship because Christ is in our midst. God will keep the promise to come again in glory. Isaiah 60:2 For dark-

ness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will ap-

pear over you. 

LEADER: We light this candle to proclaim the coming of the light of Christ into the world. With the coming of this 

light there is hope. Because of Christ we not only have hope, but we believe that good is stronger than evil. God 

wants us to work for good in this world. 

SONG: You’re still the hope of Christmas, you’re still the light when the world looks dark.  

             You’re still the hope of Christmas. You’re still the hope of my heart.  
 

PRAYER: O God, we thank you that Jesus brought hope into our world. By the good news of the Bible you are still 

bringing hope to the people. Help us to be ready to welcome Jesus Christ so that we may think good thoughts and 

do good deeds and so that we may be a people of hope in our world. Amen 

 
  

CALL TO CONFESSION   It seems to be part of human nature to want mercy and forgiveness without the dis-
comfort of confessing our failings. We need to find our courage and say together how we have come short of 
God’s glory.                                  
 

PRAYER of CONFESSION     It is true, O God, that we are so fixed on the race to Christmas that we can hardly 

find the time to prepare for the birth of Christ within us. This year we are even more determined to race ahead 

because these recent months have been so deadly, so frustrating, so exasperating. Forgive us when we are driven 

by past events and concerns rather than the movement of your Spirit. Forgive us that we have been so busy 

wanting to get past this unpleasant time that we have failed to tend to what is important in our lives: relationships 

with our friends and family, relationships with those with whom we have political disagreements, and our rela-

tionship with you. Have mercy upon us, and call us to new places where you are willing to do new things in our 

lives that we may be made a blessing to others. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE                                                                                                           Ed Middleton 
 

HYMN                       “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn ”                            NCH 107 

V1: Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, for angels herald its dawning, 

sing out your joy, for Jesus is born, behold! The Child of our longing. 

Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts together, 

to open wide the heavenly door, and lives now inside us forever.                                           
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V2: To us, to all in sorrow and fear, Emmanuel comes asinging, 

whose humble song is quiet and near, yet fills the earth with its ringing. 

Music to heal the broken soul and hymns of loving kindness, 

the thunder of the anthems roll to shatter all hate and injustice. 
 

V3: In deepest night Christ’s coming shall be, when all the world is despairing, 

as morning light so quiet and free, so warm and gentle and caring. 

One without voice breaks forth in song, a lame one leaps in wonder, 

the weak are raised above the strong, and weapons are broken asunder. 

V4: Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though cold the winter and cheerless, 

the rising sun shall crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless; 

Love be our song and love our prayer, and love, our endless story, 

may God fill every day we share, and bring us at last into glory.       
 

THE WRITTEN WORD                                                                                                             Mark 13: 24-37  

“But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 

light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in the clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will 

send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the 

ends of heaven.” 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, 

you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he 

is near, at the very gates. Truly, I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things 

have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.” 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a person going 

on a journey, when he leaves home that one leaves home and puts the slaves in charge, each with 

her or his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for 

you do not know when the master will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 

dawn, or else you may be found asleep when the master comes suddenly. And what I say to you I 

say to all: Keep awake.” 

 

THE SUNG WORD                               “He Touched Me”                                Loren Bowling 

 

THE SPOKEN WORD 

““Dreaming Sweet Dreams without Care:  

The Grinch Cometh” 

Ed Middleton 

Cont. next page 



6 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  ~  CHRIST’S MODEL PRAYER  

CALL TO OFFERING AND OFFERING 

 

HYMN                              “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”                                   NCH 403 

V1: My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ love and righteousness; 
I dare not trust this earthly frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 
On Christs, the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, 
all other ground is sinking sand. 
 

V2: When shadows veil my Savior’s face, I rest upon unchanging grace; 
In every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil. 
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, 
all other ground is sinking sand. 
 

V3: Christ’s oath and covenant and blood support me in the rising flood; 

When all around my soul gives way, Christ then is all my hope and stay. 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, 

all other ground is sinking sand. 
 

 V4: When Christ shall come with trumpet sound, oh, may I then in Love be found, 

Dressed in God’s righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne. 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, 

all other ground is sinking sand. 
 

*BENEDICTION AND COMMISSION                                                                  Ed Middleton 
 

PARTICIPANTS:  
Ed Middleton: Minister ~ Dave Wrable: Piano ~ Dennis Thompson: Percussion  
Loren Bowling ~ Coleman Todd: Vocals/Guitar ~ Joy Gilmore: Advent Candle  

Ushers: Doloris & Loren Bowling 
 

AUDIO/VIDEO 
Carl Witlicki ~ Coleman Todd ~ Samuel Todd~ Clayton Richardson 

We Always Need Ushers 
To anyone who currently attends Sunday worship in-person:  

 

Ushers play a vital role on Sundays. We have safe guidelines for 

weekly worship and we need help coordinating safe seating.   

Two people each Sunday is best. One usher will take temperatures 

and the other will seat folks as they arrive and both help  

with an orderly departure.  
 

Please Contact: Spiritual Nurture Committee  

Coleman Todd (after worship or at 321-427-3436)  or JoAnn Kolterman 321-459-0010 
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BIRTHDAYS 

7  Karen Neumann  

      John Bush 

11  Bob Kolterman  

15  Phyllis Baker 

17  Carolyn Figlioli  

21  Shirley Sponsler  

       Karen Mills 

22   Marilane Becker  

26   Susan Myers 

ANNIVERSARIES 

December 6 

Sally & Clay Hart 

46 years 1974  

December 31 

Newt & Linda Carpenter 

18 years 2002  

GOLDEN PLUS  

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

December 7 

John & Pam Bush 

54 years        1966   

 

December 23 

 Paul & Georgie Ulrich 

63 yrs  1957 

 

December 25 

Bill & Sue Douglas 

57 years        1963  

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP ~ THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24    

OUTSIDE WORSHIP @ 4:00PM 
Christmas in The Grove Under the Oaks  

An Outdoor Christmas Eve Worship 
   

Bring your blankets and lawn chairs! 

Come sing some Christmas Carols! 
 

Outdoor seating will be socially distant  

Singing will be allowed!   

CANDLELIGHT IN SANCTUARY @ 7:00PM 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will  follow our 

regular Sunday CBCC/ CDC Guidelines.  
 

Seating capacity is 45—50.  

Reservations are needed please.  

Sign up after worship 

(We also want to plan for potential walk-ins.) 
 

This Service will be Live-Streamed!!  

COMMUNITY ADVENT PRAYER 

Each Sunday of Advent has a different word that represents the day.  

The four Sundays are Hope, Peace, Love and Joy. This Sunday you will 

find small paper “pennants” (3”x4”) and markers distributed in your pew. As we listen to the liturgy 

and light the candle of Hope you may want to take the time to write a prayer; just a word or phrase 

or name that comes to you. Simply leave the pennant on your pew and they will be picked up. The 

following week we will string the prayer pennants onto a banner and display across our chancel. As 

we move through the next three weeks of Advent each preceding week will be hung on a wall and 

by Christmas Eve. we will have four weeks of Advent prayers surrounding our pews.  Our online 

community is included too. Just type your prayer in an email and send to the church. We will print it 

out and paste it on a pennant. Once the Community Advent Prayer Banners are hung on the wall they can be 

read after worship. Remember to allow time for and keep our distance so folks can read them safely.  

We will post pictures online of the completed Banners too.  



8 

Minister  
Rev. Ed Middleton 

 

Church Secretary   
Nancy Lindelof 

 

Assoc. Growth- Justice - Ed.  
Coleman Todd 

 

Music Director 
 Jan Johns 

 

Church Musician  
David Wrable 

 

Sexton   
Suzy Hinds 

THE UCC IS A WELCOMING, JUSTICE-MINDED COMMUNITY 

 At a time when religion is too often portrayed as narrow-minded and exclusive . . .  

Many are raising their VOICES for an alternate vision:  

Here God is all-loving and inclusive 

 Where the Church of Jesus Christ welcomes and accepts everyone as they are. 

 Where your mind is nourished as much as your soul. 

 Where Jesus the healer meets Jesus the revolutionary. 

 Where together we grow a just and peaceful world. 

from UCC God is Still Speaking Website 

 
IT IS GREAT TO  

BE ALIVE IN . . . 

2020 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

ORDER FORM 

 

Contributed by:___________________________________ 

 

Check one: 

 

____Honor ____Memory ____Gift 

 

____I will leave it through Dec. 24 

 

Given in honor/memory of: (Print clearly) 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________ 

Cost: $10.00 per poinsettia. 

Form with money must be turned into the office or in 

Sunday’s collection basket no later than Dec. 13. 

Cut this form out and turn in with your payment. 

 


