
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY after PENTECOST              November 8, 2020 

GATHERING MUSIC 

Jan Johns, Piano  

 

WELCOME                        Ed Middleton 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    

We are called to be stewards of all creation. We are called by God to act like the 

people of God. We are called to be joyful in our giving. We are called to feast upon 

and celebrate the gifts of God. We are called to worship the one true God, and are 

called to sing, pray, dance, and glorify God with all our might. Let us not delay but 

sing a song of praise. 

 

HYMN  “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens”     NCH 556 

V1 God, who stretched the spangled heavens infinite in time and place, 

Flung the suns in burning radiance through the silent fields of space; 

We, your children, in your likeness, share inventive powers with you; 

Great Creator, still creating, show us what we yet may do. 
 

V2 We have ventured worlds undreamed of since the childhood of our race; 

Known the ecstasy of winging through untraveled realms of space; 

Probed the secrets of the atom, yielding unimagined power, 

Facing us with life’s destruction or our most triumphant hour. 
 

V3 As each far horizon beckons, may it challenge us anew, 

Children of creative purpose, serving others, honoring you. 

May our dreams prove rich with promise, each endeavor, well begun; 

Great Creator, give us guidance till our goals and yours are one.     

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

We live our lives by the thoughts of “if only;” we worry if only I had said this, or if 

only I had done that. It’s hard for us to accept the reality that sometimes because 

we are humans and limited that we just mess things up. In fact, maybe this is a 

good time to say before God exactly that, and to say how we have messed up. 

 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

O Holy One, who made heaven and earth, we confess today that we dislike all this 

talk of money and stuff that goes on in the church. Yes, we have little trouble using 

our resources for fast food, fancy gadgets, and the fun of cable TV and streaming 

services, but we have worked hard throughout our lives, and are entitled to a little 

joy. We resent being told that all of our stuff comes from you. We resent the 

expectation that giving to the church is right and just. We resent many of these 

religious ideas of the past. Yet, we do want to be merciful to the poor, and we do 

want to stand up against those who would oppress them and do injustice to them. 

We want to follow you if we can just do it in increments that are comfortable for 

us. Show us your ways, O God, and open our hearts to your love that we may 

always be changing and becoming more like the Christ. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE                                                              Ed Middleton 

 

THE SUNG WORD 

“Just a Closer Walk With Thee” 

Joy Gilmore 
 

 

THE WRITTEN WORD                                                    Deuteronomy 14:22-29 

Set apart a tithe of all the yield of your seed that is brought in yearly from the field. 

In the presence of the Lord your God, in the place that God will choose as a 

dwelling for God’s name, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, your wine, and your 

oil, as well as the firstlings of your herd and flock, so that you may learn to fear the 

Lord your God always. But if, when the Lord your God has blessed you, the 

distance is so great that you are unable to transport it, because the place where the 

Lord your God will choose to set God’s name is too far away from you, then you 

may turn it into money. With the money secure in hand, go to the place that the 

Lord your God will choose; spend the money for whatever you wish—oxen, sheep, 

wine, strong drink, or whatever you desire. And you shall eat there in the presence 

of the Lord, your God, you and your household rejoicing together. As for the 

Levites resident in your towns, do not neglect them, because they have no 

allotment or inheritance with you. 

 



Every third year you shall bring out the full tithe of your produce for that year, and 

store it within your towns; the Levites, because they have no allotment or 

inheritance with you, as well as the resident aliens, the orphans, and the widows in 

your towns, may come and eat their fill so that the Lord your God may bless you in 

all the work that you undertake. 
 

2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and one who 

sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have 

made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by 

always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good 

work. As it is written, “One scatters abroad, and gives to the poor; one’s 

righteousness endures forever.” The one who supplies seed to the grower and bread 

for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase your harvest 

of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, 

which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; for the rendering of this 

ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many 

thanksgivings to God. Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your 

obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your 

sharing with them and with all others, while they long for you and pray for you 

because of the surpassing grace of God that God has given you. Thanks be to  

God for this indescribable  gift! 

 

THE SPOKEN WORD 

“Just a Short Word about Stewardship” 

Ed Middleton 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

A CALL FOR OFFERING 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 



*HYMN  “We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky”                    NCH 563 

V1 We cannot own the sunlit sky, the moon, the wildflowers growing, 

for we are part of all that is within life’s river flowing. 

With open hands receive and share the gifts of God’s creation, 

that all may have abundant life in every earthly nation. 

 

V2 When bodies shiver in the night and weary, wait for morning, 

when children have no bread but tears, and war-horns sound their warning, 

God calls humanity to wake, to join in common labor,  

that all may have abundant life in oneness with their neighbor. 

 

V3 God calls humanity to join as partners in creating 

a future free from want of fear, life’s goodness celebrating. 

That new world beckons from afar, invites our shared endeavor, 

that all may have abundant life and peace endure forever.    

 

BENEDICTION AND COMMISSION    Ed Middleton 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

 

PARTICIPANTS 

Ed Middleton: Minister   

Jan Johns: Piano ~  Joy Gilmore: Vocals 

 

Thank you to the ushers: 

Bob Kolterman & Joy Gilmore 

If you would like to help usher, please call JoAnn Kolterman. 

 

If you would like to sponsor the flowers, call Nancy in the office. 


