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The Sunday Courier 
 

SEPTEMBER 20, 2020  

COCOA BEACH  
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. 

ED IS STILL THINKING… 
 

     Having grown up in the Carolina mountains I have met a lot of “characters” in my life. One of those whose busi-

ness acumen stands out so clearly was Red Caldwell. Red ran a small store on Camp Branch Road, on which The 

Middleton Estate (small three bedroom house) sat unremarkably on the side of a mountain. There were numerous 

little country stores in our area, and all were run by “characters of sorts.”   

     Red’s store was different. He had a sitting area where people could hang out near a stove. He was the first en-

trepreneur in the area to grasp the relevance of the common pinball machine in developing the younger demo-

graphic. Red didn’t move much merchandise, because he was more in the people business and less in the commod-

ities business. He would sit and talk to anyone about anything, depending upon his mood at that time of day. The 

kids in the community liked Red, because unlike Ms. Cordy, who ran the busiest store in the area, he liked kids ra-

ther than tolerated us. I laughed when taking a walk while back home every time I started up the steep hill where 

the store used to operate remembering the great cotton candy scandal. A few of you may be old enough to re-

member one of humanity’s greatest inventions—bagged cotton candy. Up to that time one only got cotton candy 

on the boardwalk somewhere, or at a carnival, or some street fair. Then a creative genius came up with the idea of 

putting it into some type of bag made of sealed foil. It was great, I kid you not. 

    From the time Red Caldwell first stocked this treat, we drove him crazy. He could not keep it in stock. The ship-

ments took longer and longer to arrive until they just dried up. How could a product so beloved by the masses—

well, at least the ten or fifteen students on our road—not be thriving?  

     One day, in exasperation, I pressed Red about our common concerns as consumers. Was he truly doing all he 

could to get that cotton candy for his loyal shoppers? Red looked at me, cocked his head to one side, shrugged his 

shoulders, and announced, “I’ve got a bunch of that stuff under the counter. I hid it because I didn’t want y’all 

bothering all the time about it while I was trying to visit with people.” Red Caldwell was a businessman who never 

made it into the business persons’ hall of fame, if such a place exists.  (Cont. on  page 5) 
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST        September 20, 2020 

GATHERING MUSIC 

“Walking in Memphis”    Marc Cohn 

Dave Wrable: Piano – Dennis Thompson: Percussion 
 

WELCOME                                                                                                             Ed Middleton 
 

CALL to WORSHIP                                                                    

We come here today hungry, thirsty, and tired. We come expecting God to feed us, comfort us, 
and offer us cool, refreshing water. We come seeking all of this and more because God has given 
us water in the form of streams of mercy, comfort through the compassionate touch of the good 
shepherd, and manna taken as the body of Christ. We come to sing of a God who gives us all this 
and more. Praise be to the One who was, and is, and always shall be!!! 
  

HYMN                          Come, O Fount of Every Blessing                                             NCH 459  

V1: Come, O Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing your grace; 

streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of endless praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above.  

Praise the mount; I’m fixed upon it, mount of God’s unfailing love. 
 

V2: Here I pause in my sojourning, giving thanks for having come, 

come to trust, at every turning, God will guide me safely home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God, 

Came to rescue me from danger, blessed body, precious blood. 
 

V3: O to grace how great a debtor daily I am drawn anew! 

Let that grace now like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to you. 

Prone to wander, I can feel it, wander from the love I’ve known: 

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for your very own.  
 

CALL to CONFESSION  
It’s time to lay aside our hubris, stop trying to justify our ways to God, and own our failings and the sin that binds 
us. It’s time to confess clearly and concisely and leave ourselves no wriggle room. 
 

PRAYER of CONFESSION        O Holy God, we receive drops from your heavens. Are You so busy 

that You couldn’t send along some showers now and then? We are thankful for the food on our 

tables. Is it too much to ask that the healthy food should taste more like dessert and less like oat-

meal? We are thankful for the roofs over our heads, but why can’t they cover one of those nice 

floor plans on HGTV? You may have noticed that we are grateful, but… We grumble about what 

we don’t have, what we will never get, what we have no use for. We grumble daily, showing few 

signs of gratitude. Forgive us when our grumbling is about the trivial, and keep us mindful of the 

blessings that flow past us daily. May we bathe today in streams of mercy and be washed clean, 

we pray in the name of the Living One, Christ, our Savior. Amen.  
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE                                                                                                          Ed Middleton 
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THE SUNG WORD 

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”  

Bill Ross 
 

THE WRITTEN WORD                                                                                                             Exodus 16:2-15  
 

The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 

The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, 

when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill or bread; for you have brought us out into this wil-

derness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you and each day the peo-

ple shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they follow 

my instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as 

much as they gather on other days.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening 

you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the morning 

you shall see the glory of the Lord, because God has heard your complaining against the Lord.  
 

For what are we, that you complain against us?” And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you meat 

to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord has heard the com-

plaining that you utter against God—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against 

the Lord.”  Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near 

to the Lord, for God has heard your complaining.’” And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation 

of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the 

cloud. The Lord spoke to Moses and said, “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to 

them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then 

you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’” 
 

In the evening the quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of 

dew lifted, there on the surface of wilderness was a fine flaky substance, the Israelites saw it, they 

said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is 

the bread that the Lord has given to you to eat.  

 

THE SPOKEN WORD 

“What a Bunch of Grumblers!” 

Ed Middleton 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  ~  CHRIST’S MODEL PRAYER  
 
 

A CALL FOR OFFERING  

 

Cont. next page 
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WE COLLECT FOOD EVERY WEEK! 
 

CBCC helps support many food ministries In Cocoa Beach and 

throughout the Space Coast.  Your donations of Tuna Salad or 

Chicken Salad w/ Crackers boxes, fruit cups, granola bars, 

Vienna sausages, and other items suitable for a non- 

perishable lunch bag are always needed and welcome.  

Ready to eat lunch bags are available at the church 

office for community friends in need who stop by.  

Other foods items are given to our local food pantries.  

Lutheran Church  

of the Resurrection 
525 Minutemen Causeway 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN SATURDAYS  

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM. 

 

*HYMN                              I’m So Glad, Jesus Lifted Me          NCH 474  

V1:  I’m so glad, Jesus lifted me, I’m so glad, Jesus lifted me,  
I’m so glad, Jesus lifted me, singing glory hallelujah, Jesus lifted me. 
 

V2: Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me,  
Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, singing glory, hallelujah, Jesus lifted me. 
 

V3: When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, when I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me,  

 when I was in trouble,  Jesus lifted me, singing glory hallelujah, Jesus lifted me.  
 

 BENEDICTION AND COMMISSION                                                                 Ed Middleton 
 

PARTICIPANTS:  
Ed Middleton: Minister ~ Dave Wrable: Piano ~ Dennis Thompson: Percussion  

Bill Ross: Vocals 
 

AUDIO/VIDEO 
           Carl Witlicki ~ Coleman Todd ~ Clayton Richardson 

USHERS 

To anyone who currently attends  

Sunday worship in-person: We Need Ushers. 
 

Ushers play a vital role on Sundays.  

We have safe guidelines for weekly worship and 

we need help coordinating safe seating.  
 

Two people each Sunday is best.  

One usher will take temperatures and  

the other will seat folks as they arrive and help 

with an orderly departure.  
 

Please Contact: Spiritual Nurture Committee  

Coleman Todd (after worship or at 321-427-3436) 

 Or Jo Ann Kolterman at 321-446-7452   
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(Cont. from front page) 

Red reminds me of church folk I know. They’ve got the 

essence of the gospel in their hearts, an inclusive spirit 

that craves justice and shalom for all people. They enjoy 

spirited worship with festive movement, awareness of a 

mysterious transcendence in the heavens and earth, and 

stay open to the eminence of a creative, loving God in 

their midst. In other words, these are people who have a 

great “product” to offer those who are craving spirituali-

ty without too much religious baggage, but they (we) 

hide it under the counter because we are afraid to be 

bothered by what others might think. During this pan-

demic we might ponder with the exiled people of Judah, 

“How can we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?” 

When we are predominantly not getting out and about, 

how do we spread the good news? I would suggest that 

we take some time to prepare ourselves to be a people 

of hope when the opportunity opens before us some-

time in future days.  

The other way we can participate is to do so missionally. 

On October 4th we will be receiving our third United 

Church of Christ offering of the year, Neighbors in 

Need. This is an offering that has been used to support 

organizations that advocate for justice. Part of it is al-

ways designated to support Native American ministries, 

and with the impact of the Covid virus on that popula-

tion the need is more crucial than ever. 

You have continued to be faithful with your support of 

CBCC this year, we hope that your generosity will spill 

over in supporting NIN. You can send a check to the 

church with a NIN designation or place it into the plate 

on Sunday morning. 

   I liked Red and remember him all these years later, but 

let’s not be like him in trying to hide something as im-

portant as our product under the counter, or as Jesus 

might put it, hide our light under our bushel. God’s good 

news is grounded in you and me, the body of Christ. 

Let’s be generous in shining it for others. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER  4, 2020 

The first Sunday of October has become a time when Christians in every culture  

break bread and pour the cup to remember and affirm Christ as the Head of the Church.  

On that day, they remember that they are part of the whole body of believers. 
 

 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED  On World Communion Sunday we accept our Neighbors in Need (NIN) offering. NIN is 

a special mission offering of the UCC that supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United 

States. One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of the offering 

is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy 

efforts, and direct service projects through grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to churches and organi-

zations doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct service 

to community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. Funding is provided through donations to the 

Neighbors in Need offering. 

 

“Unleashing the magnificent potential in children, families and  

neighborhoods that leads to a just community for all.”  
 

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT NEIGHBORS IN NEED  

AND STORIES OF TRANSFORMATION AT  

http://www.ucc.org/nin_stories 
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BIBLE STUDY~ TUESDAYS @ 2:00PM  
 

Those who participate in Loren Bowling and Bill Douglas’ 

Weekly Bible Study  will now have the opportunity  

to gather in person .  
 

Please contact Loren at 321-783-0085  

or Bill at 321-783-0353  

for more information 

CENTER FOR  
SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT 

Thursdays: 10:30-11:30 AM 

10 Weeks! September 17  - November 19 

The Beatitudes for Progressive Christians 

A Ten Session Study Guide by Donald Schmidt  
 

Schmidt says, "The Beatitudes tell us that we can find 

and experience God's presence in difficult times. We 

can know our lives are expressions of divine love 

when we seek to bring about peace and justice in our 

world. We can find comfort when we are grieving and 

hurting.“ 

Participants will need to purchase 

the book. The cost is anywhere 

from $7—$9 for an E-book or about 

$12 for a paperback.  

 

Our program will be different than 

we are used to with only  one ses-

sion each week and no lunch or re-

freshment will be served. 

You are certainly welcome to bring your own.  
 

CSE ONLINE OPTIONS 

For those who  prefer to remain at home we have a live 
online forum via Zoom or Google Meet for you to join 
those of us in Sponsler Hall. A link will be sent out by 
Wednesday for participants to join. 
 

If you’re on Facebook you may have noticed occasional posts on 

our CBCC page from the CSE.  Currently we are going through the 

Spiritual Alphabet.  

Please send a request to join the CSE FB Group via any post you 

see from CSE and receive all the news! 

 

SPONSLER HALL IS OPEN 
 

Last month the Governing Board approved Re-Opening 

Guidelines for Sponsler Hall.   

Small groups (12 or less) can meet. Group guidelines 

about  safety requirements  and social distancing are 

posted outside and  inside of Sponsler Hall and 

are available on our CBCC  website and copies can be 

obtained at the church office.  All groups will need to 

follow guidelines for gathering.  

Contact the  church office to get your  

small group on the calendar.   

KNITTING GROUP TO BEGIN AGAIN 
Suzie Fast will begin holding a knitting group in Sponsler 

Hall on WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER  30th  at 10 a.m.  
 

Participants with every level of ability will be welcome.  

The established protocol of masks worn, physical distanc-

ing, and temperatures taken before hand, will be honored.  

Call Suzie Fast if you have questions. 
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Why Thrift? 
Thrifting is more environmentally and socially responsible, and personally rewarding! 

Environmental impact . . . Re-wearing clothes reduces waste and pollution. Every garment purchased sec-

ond-hand means one less new one produced, which is important because regardless of material, the production of 
clothing is costly to the environment. Producing synthetic fibers like polyester requires lots of energy, as well as 
crude oil like petroleum; byproducts include toxic gases and chemicals. The pesticides used on most plants mean 
that even cotton and linen garments have a negative impact. Transportation-related pollution also decreases when 
clothing is re-used. 
 

Social impact . . . Thrift stores make it easy to know where your money is going. Thrift stores help the com-

munity. Buying at a thrift shop ensures your money is going to good use. 
 

Personal impact . . . Thrifting is cheaper. Secondhand clothing is often higher quality than comparatively-

priced clothing. They’ve withstood one person’s use already and still have resale value, which means they’re not 
like your typical cheap “fast fashion” shirts or clothes that stretch and lose their shape after a few washes.  

Keeping You  

e-Posted   
A weekly e-zine of news, 
featured items, resources, 
worship, and  justice-
action items. E-mailed 
each Tuesday morning.             
TO SUBSCRIBE: 

ucc.org/keeping-you-eposted 
 

KYP is  frequently posted 
on our Facebook page 
each week too! 

STILL LISTENING 

If you enjoy reading the  

Daily Devotional 

Try  . . .   

"Still Listening: A Digital Devotional," 

Podcast  from the StillSpeaking Writers' Group. 

 

UCC ONLINE  

STILL SPEAKING DEVOTIONALS 

Inspired reading for your prayerful reflection each 

morning from the United Church of Christ,  

the ‘God is still speaking' church   www.ucc.org 

CBCC BOARD NOTES 
The CBCC Board met Tuesday morning, September 15th. The financial report was incomplete partly due to changes 

made when we replaced the computer after the lightning strike. It appears that we are down somewhat from last 

month on the bottom line, but are still relatively stable for the year. 
 

The lightning strike repairs have continued and we have to this point spent about $3000 in equipment replacement 

and repairs. We will be filing a claim with our insurance as soon as everything has been repaired. 
 

THRIFT SHOP UDATE!  

A request was made to the Board that would allow the Thrift Store to open prior to November 30th.  

A motion was made and approved to allow the reopening no earlier than November 9th. 

http://act.ucc.org/site/R?i=x4PNruH853PQNXbh4nqeUA..
http://www.ucc.org/


8 

Minister  
Rev. Ed Middleton 

 

 

Church Secretary   
Nancy Lindelof 

 

 

Assoc. Growth- Justice - Ed.  
Coleman Todd 

 

 

Music Director 
 Jan Johns 

 

 

Church Musician  
David Wrable 

 

 

Sexton   
Suzy Hinds 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM to 2:00 PM  

 

IT IS GREAT TO  

BE ALIVE IN . . . 

Cocoa Beach  
Community Church  

126 S. Atlantic Ave.  

P.O. Box 320009  

Cocoa Beach, FL 32932 
 

Tel: 321-783-3961  
Fax: 321-783-0582 

 

CBCC-Info@cfl.rr.com 

www.cbcc-ucc.org   

Facebook.com/CBCC.UCC 

OUR CBCC COVENANT  

ONA CHURCH #1585 

We, the members of Cocoa Beach Community Church,  
affirm that all humans are made in the image of God, that all  
have infinite worth, and that the church has been called to be  

an inclusive community of grace and love for all people.  
 

We commit ourselves to the Biblical mandate of welcoming  
all people affirming the value and gifts of each one,  

honoring their place in this community to receive all rites and  
sacraments, and to serve in all places of leadership whether  
they are straight, lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, or transgender, with  

no regard to social strata, ethnicity, race, or abilities.  


