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ED IS STILL THINKING… 
I am a song kind of person, yes I am. Songs are always processing through the empty cav-

erns of my mind. Recently, a Rolling Stones oldie has been circling round and round and 

round like a 45 RPM, “Time is on my side, yes, it is; time is on my side, yes, it is.”  

A little voice, however, is bringing me back to reality as it echoes, NO, IT ISN’T! The days 

are passing, ever passing, and I am getting older, and my family members in Delaware are 

getting older, and I have things to do and places to go and things to experience…but I am here singing a stupid 

song feeling rather foolish. Are any of you having such thoughts or feeling such frustrations? 

Each of us are finding different ways to cope with this time, some folk are handling it better than others. Our fami-

ly takes road trips and gets wonderfully lost, paddles our kayaks, pedals our bicycles, walks in the palm ham-

mocks, and eats too much. We try to make plans for “when this passes”, and then give up out of frustration.  

We all have some common experiences, but not all of us share the same burden. I prayerfully close my eyes every 

night remembering those in the CBCC community and elsewhere who are struggling with very real health chal-

lenges, those experiencing clinical depression, some who are sad for very good reason, those who grieve because 

they have lost a friend or loved one during these days, and wish that they had had time to say what needed to be 

said. 

Time is not on our side, but hope always has been. Our hope is not just for a vaccine, the rebuilding of our econo-

my, safe schools, and civil political discourse; our hope is that in spite of all the suffering and pain this time has 

brought to so many, we may find a clearer vision of what God’s realm looks like for us, and a greater commitment 

to it. As the pastor of CBCC, who struggles daily with my own demons, I dare pray, “your will be done on earth as 

it is in heaven.”  

I want to thank you again for your ongoing faithfulness to the church and its ministry through your financial giv-

ing, as well as for your encouragement to those of us trying to embody your ministry in this community. Your sup-

port has been amazing.  

www.cbcc-ucc.org   

Facebook.com/CBCC.UCC 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM to 2:00 PM  



EIGHTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST                     July 26, 2020 

GATHERING MUSIC 

“Watermelon Man”  Herbie Hancock 

Dave Wrable: Piano – Dennis Thompson: Percussion 

WELCOME                                                                                                           Ed Middleton 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

It is God who has ordained that human beings live together in families.  It is God “from whom eve-
ry family in heaven and on earth takes its name.” (Eph 3:15) We are God’s family, linked by the lin-
eage that is ours in Christ, and in that name we gather for worship. 
 

HYMN                    “God Made from One Blood”                           NCH 427 

V1: God made from one blood all the families of earth,   

the circles of nurture that raise us from birth, 

companions who join us to work through each stage  

of childhood and youth and adulthood and age. 
 

V2: We turn to you, God, with our thanks and our tears  

for all of the families we’ve known through the years, 

the intimate networks on whom we depend 

of parents and partners and children and friends. 
 

V3: Through families we’ve tasted the value of trust 

and felt what it means to be loving and just, 

yet families have also betrayed their best goals,  

mistreating their members and bruising their souls. 
 

V4: Help families in all of their various forms 

to face with integrity struggles and storms; 

grant peace to our homes that will nurture the bud  

of peace for the families you made from one blood. 
 

 CALL TO CONFESSION                     PRAYER of CONFESSION                        Ed Middleton 

Righteous God, we confess this disorder in our human family. Member feuds with member, family 

with family, party with party, nation with nation. Yet your promises are ever trustworthy, even 

when our commitments seem to be subject to alteration for our personal convenience. Deception, 

manipulation, and connivery taint our relationships. We weep when the vulnerable are abused, 

and we consider ourselves immune from such sin, yet as adults and children both we often fail to 

honor and respect one another, to love and care for one another as Jesus taught us.  Forgive the 

thoughtless and willful hurts we perpetuate. Help us to welcome your Holy Spirit shining through 

us, that we may bless the lives of those whom you have given us to accompany upon the journey. 

Amen. 



WORDS OF ASSURANCE                                                            Ed Middleton 
 

THE SUNG WORD                                “How Can I Say Thanks?” 

Rob Monks: Soloist - Dave Wrable: Piano 
 

THE WRITTEN WORD                                  Genesis 29:15-30                                                 Rob Monks 

Then Laban said to Jacob, “Behold you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for noth-

ing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” Now Laban had two beautiful daughters; the name of 

the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel 

was graceful and beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven years for your 

younger daughter Rachel.”  Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give 

her to any other man; stay with me.” So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to 

him but a few days because of the love he had for her. 

Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.” So 

Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast. But in the evening he took 

his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in with her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah 

to his daughter Leah to be her maid.)  When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, 

“What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you de-

ceived me?” Laban said, “This is not done in our country—giving the younger before the firstborn. 

Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me an-

other seven years.” Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Ra-

chel as a wife. (Laban gave his maid Bilhah to his daughter Rachel to be her maid.) So Jacob went 

in to Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more than Leah. He served Laban for another seven years.  
 

 THE SPOKEN WORD                                     “All in the Family”                                          Ed Middleton 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND CHRIST’S MODEL PRAYER 
 

HYMN       “In Christ There Is No East or West”  NCH 394     

V1 In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
but one community of love throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

V2 In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close binding humankind. 
 

V3 In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
for men and women live in God and all are kin to me. 
 

V4 In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
one joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth. 

 

BENEDICTION AND COMMISSION                                                    Ed Middleton 
 

PARTICIPANTS:  
Ed Middleton: Minister,~ Dave Wrable: Piano ~ Dennis Thompson: Percussion ~ Rob Monks: Vocal 

 

AUDIO/VIDEO~ Carl Witlicki ~ Coleman Todd ~ Samuel Todd 
 



 

Those of you who have been present for on-site worship 

these past three weeks, or those of you who may be an-

ticipating joining us during the weeks to come will find a 

change due to the new camera. I will not bore you with 

details of the installation process, and how the length of 

the lights in the worship center impact where the center 

camera is located, but it is very noticeable.  

We ask you to remember that this system will allow our 

shut-in congregants, and people interested in following 

our ministry online to have continual access long after 

the pandemic is past. The changes may be completely 

inconsequential for some, but bothersome to others, 

we hope that your will keep  in mind the joy the services 

bring to those not able to be with us. 

Let’s begin with news for those of 

you who watch our worship online.  

The new computer has arrived and the second cam-

era has been installed, but some technical work is still 

ongoing. We have been on quite a journey, and the 

learning continues, but there should definitely be 

some marked improvement in the quality of your ex-

perience.  

Secondly, our tech team has found a way to put the 

stream up online almost immediately after worship 

has ended, so you won’t need to wait a day before 

being able to see the service.  We also recognize that 

some or many of you will not want to take the risk of 

joining us for on-site worship.  We do understand 

your concerns, and if all goes as planned you will still 

be able to join worship online via new streaming 

equipment. 

NEWS REGARDING WORSHIP BOTH ONSITE AND ONLINE 

NEWS FROM THE BOARD   

The Cocoa Beach Community Church Board met on 

Tuesday, July 21st to conduct the business of the congre-

gation. Here is some information from that meeting:  

1: Budget update: Year-to-date giving is up $9,767 vs 

budget.  It was noted by Joe Godleski, Chair of the Fi-

nance and Administration Committee, “Considering the 

COVID-19 impact continuing through the past month, 

this is quite a blessing and an amazing reflection of the 

generosity of our membership and friends.” It is Im-

portant to remember that we have had a significant 

shortfall from the parking lot revenue, as well as a loss of 

revenue from the Thrift Store.  

For those of you wondering what all of this means, “The 

Bottom Line (Income/Expenses) shows our Budget for 

May 2020 should have resulted in a surplus of $785. In-

stead we had an actual deficit against budget of 

$16,315.29. This increased our Year-to-Date deficit be-

tween actual and budgeted net Income/Expenses to 

$22,756.66” The church applied for PPP loan/grant 

months ago and is still holding in reserve $30,000 no in-

cluded in income to this point.  

We still have some lean months ahead, but our present 

financial picture is strong because you have been dili-

gent with your stewardship.  

 

2: As the current virus numbers continue to rise it was  

determined that there would be no choir rehearsal or  

choir singing through the remainder of 2020. This decision 

allows Jan and other participants in the music program to 

plan for music into the months to come. 
 

3: The Board visited the re-opening of Sponsler Hall.  

It was agreed that  the Finance & Administration Comm. 

could develop guidelines to send back to the board, and 

an online vote could then be taken as to how to proceed.   

This  would apply to the Social Hall and rest rooms.  
 

4: Karen Neumann reported that a committee would be 

meeting the next day to talk about when and how to re 

open the Thrift Store. (That committee has met, and is to 

meet again in two weeks prior to the next Board meeting.) 
 

5: “Pop Up Vacation Bible School” Coleman and Karen 

Monks have participated in a four session online VBS  

sponsored by our usual VBS coalition in Cocoa Beach.  

Word is that a good time was had by the participants and 

parents.  

IT IS GREAT TO BE ALIVE IN . . . 


