
                     A LETTER FROM THE CBCC BOARD 

 

It seems so long since we have gathered in that beautiful Cocoa Beach Community 

Church worship space. You are probably like the rest of us remembering those 

stained glass windows, seeing the smiling faces of the CBCC choir, and greeting 

each other with handshakes and hugs as we shouted out, “It’s great to be alive in 

Cocoa Beach, Florida!”  We were on a Lenten journey then, and were approaching 

Holy Week, which was to culminate in a glorious ecumenical sunrise service 

followed by an equally joyful CBCC Easter service. How much has changed since 

we last gathered! 

 

We will begin the journey back to some version of “normal” on Sunday, July 5th 

when we reopen our building for worship, but it will be a long walk to get there. 

Pastor Ed and the Board have asked for your faithful financial support during these 

past months, and you have surpassed our expectations; we can’t express our 

gratitude sufficiently. Now we ask for something that may be even more difficult 

for you; we ask for your patience and graciousness during the days ahead as we try 

to reopen safely for everyone. This time will require a covenant and commitment 

to take care of each other by observing some safe guidelines. We don’t expect that 

everyone will agree with all the spelled out safety measures, but we do expect that 

you will make them work because our congregation is one of love, grace, and 

inclusion.  

 

Somewhere along the line, discussions about public health have gotten politicized; 

that’s not what our guidelines are about. We want you to come and worship feeling 

the presence of God, and to be open to the ways of the Spirit, and we want you to 

feel physically safe as you worship. We also want the people around you to feel 

safe even if they need more to feel safe than you. Let’s keep that in mind. 

 

As you read the attached guidelines you may have some negative reaction; you can 

be assured that some member of the Board has probably had the same reaction. 

Yes, some of the guidelines feel cold, sterile, and rigid, and if you focus upon them 

in that way you may find it hard to worship. If, however, you focus upon the joy of 

seeing familiar faces of friends and neighbors spread out around you giving you a 



friendly wave, you may forget the guidelines, breathe deeply, and settle in for a 

joyful worship experience. 

 

We love our community, but our age demographic certainly puts us in a high risk 

category. If you are reticent to come back into the space, we understand, and 

celebrate that our services will be streamed in real time using our new equipment. 

You may continue to feel connected through the electronic medium. 

 

Please pray for our leaders and pastor as we walk through these days of transition, 

and help us to make them with kindness and consideration for each other being our 

primary guidelines. 

 

Read the guidelines closely, and then come prepared to worship and be the church 

gathered. Thanks be to God! 


