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The Road – It’s a Good 
Listener

Good summer day to you, Church.
In our August Board of Directors meet-

ing, we will begin to ask the question 
“What’s next for the Florida Conference?” We 
have a quality staff team in place that is commit-
ted to the vitality of our local congregations and 
pastors, and I continue to long for deeper and 
more meaningful relations with our chaplains 
and other professionals who minister outside the 
local church. The Board is charged with setting a 
direction for the Conference that will help us live 

Registration is now open for the 2018 
Annual Gathering of the Florida 
Conference October 11-13 at Naples 

UCC.  
This year’s theme is “Faith on the Move,” 

and we are pleased to welcome Rev. David 
Vásquez-Levy, president of the Pacific School 
of Religion in Berkeley, CA, as our keynote 
speaker (see page 3). A committed pas-
tor and nationally recognized leader, Dr. 
Vásquez-Levy’s leadership at the intersec-
tion of faith, higher education and social 
change equips him to lead PSR into its 
ambitious vision of preparing theologically 
and spiritually rooted leaders for social 
transformation. 

We hope you will join us in Naples as 
Florida Conference staff and lay people, 
musicians, clergy and guests from across 
the state gather for fellowship and to wor-
ship, discern, deliberate, learn and serve 
together.

Regular registration is $99 per person 
and includes a fajita bar lunch buffet and a 
banquet dinner on Friday, October 12, at the church. Registration 
with no meals included is available for $49, and you may choose 
to add lunch for $20 or dinner for $30. But now through Septem-
ber 5, you can save $20 on all registration options with early bird 
registration. So don’t delay. Register today!

In addition, before the main event on Friday 
and Saturday morning, come join us from 1-5pm 
on Thursday, October 11, for “Local Church Uni-
versity,” followed by a fabulous reception with 
appetizers and drinks starting at 6pm and then 
a concert featuring the band Bluegrass Central 
starting at 7pm. Local Church University is all 
about helping local churches to excel and thrive, 
with four 50-minute seminars on timely and help-

ful topics — “Guns and Church Security,” 
“Church Administration Basics and Secrets,” 
“Mass Communication & Marketing Strate-
gies for Churches” and “Money (fundrais-
ing)”. There is no additional cost to attend 
the Thursday events for anyone registered 
to attend the Gathering.

We’ve negotiated deeply discounted 
accommodations at the newly renovated 
Naples Grande Beach Resort, which is 
within walking distance just across the 
street from the church. Single- and double-
occupancy rooms are $175 plus a $5 resort 
fee (normally $37) per night that covers 
local and toll-free phone calls and standard 
Wi-Fi in rooms, two bottles of water daily, 

free newspapers in the lobby, 24-hour access to the fitness center, 
bicycle rentals, beach towels and luxury chaise lounges, beach 
games, range balls and the use of the driving range at the Naples 
Grande Golf Club. Self-parking (normally $18/day) also is included. 
If more than two adults will be staying in a room, there is an addi-

Registration Open for 2018 Annual Gathering 

into those commitments, and I am looking 
forward to the conversation.

More so, I am looking forward to a road 
trip. Yes, I am planning a major road trip 
this fall and winter. The Conference, after 
all, is comprised of all our ministry settings 
around the state, and we can’t build a future 
for the Florida Conference without investing 
in the future of each of those settings and 
in the leaders who minster faithfully in our 
local communities. My plan — as far as it is 
developed on this summer day — is to reach 
out to local settings and ask for a brief get 
together ... a breakfast meeting, coffee, lunch, 
maybe dinner with the pastor and a couple 
of key leaders from the church. I want to do 
three things in those gatherings. 

First, I want to extend thanks to you for 
your witness to the Gospel of Jesus as you do 
justice and make peace in the places where 

...continued on page 2
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you live. Second, I want to hear from you 
about what is working, what needs uplifting 
and what you dream for your setting of the 
church. Third, I want to share with you about 
grant funding the Conference has available to 
your church and to authorized ministers for 
new projects, continuing education and inno-
vative ministries you will dare to undertake to 
bring vitality and faithfulness to your church 
and neighborhood. Those meetings, I hope, 
will be punctuated by visits to the workplaces 
of our chaplains and other specialized minis-
ters — just to say thanks, to remind them of 
how much they matter to the whole ministry 
of the church and to ask how we might be in 
deeper relationship.

Conference staff will help me plan logistics 
for the 2018 Tour De Conference. It will be 
up to you, pastors and leaders, to say “Yes” 
when the invitation comes. I hope you will. 
I pray we might go deeper together as we 
listen again for what the Spirit is saying to the 
United Church of Christ in Florida. Until then,  
be at peace, and be in touch, won’t you.

Greetings from your Moderator. It has been a very active year for the 
Florida Conference Board of Directors. We have had two meetings so 
far this year: one in February and a second in May with the third of 

our four meetings scheduled for August 11. Your Board has spent a part of each 
meeting working on the strategic plan goals that we established in January of 
2017. You may recall from past articles that the Board established three goals: 

1. Establish and enhance a strong uniform identity/label for the Florida 
Conference churches; 

2. Explore and enhance technology and the use of technology to provide 
information, resources and support to local churches; 

3. Develop plans and resources to serve the underserved in the local 
churches.  

Progress to date has been consistent 
in these areas with particular success 
with our second goal of increasing the 
use of technology. The most up-to-date 
technology has been employed at the 
Conference headquarters Church House, 
which has allowed for a greater number of people to “zoom” into meetings and 
participate in the activities of the Conference. Conference staff has mastered 
these resources in offering a wide variety of support to our local congregations.

We will be examining these goals at our August meeting and deciding on 
further direction for each. The Board has been working very hard and been 
attentive to the expanding ways in which the Conference can support local 
churches. This year the Board voted to support the disbursement of increased 
funds for scholarships and other church activities that are appropriately financed 
through the different funds available to the Conference for these purposes.

Finally, we are very excited for the Fall Gathering to be held in Naples in 
October. The planning is well underway with exciting workshops already 
planned. Many of these will be geared toward assisting our congregations in 
growth and development, financial management, resource development and 
other local church needs. We hope that you will make plans to attending the 
Gathering.

It is our pleasure as the Board of Directors for the Florida Conference to 
serve you.  Peace...

by Phil Toal
Member, First Congregational 
Church/Winter Park

A Report From Your 
Board of Directors
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Gathering

The United States is expe-
riencing an unprecedented 

level of mestizaje, or “mixing”—
not just across races but also 
across ethnicities, genders, poli-
tics and national identities— and 
Rev. Vasquez-Levy is the product 
of this contemporary mestizaje.

 He was raised in Guatemala 
in an interreligious household—
Jewish and Christian—and has 
lived, studied and worked in 
four countries. From his own 
experience, academic work and 
religious calling, he is passionate 
about serving with those who are 
“on the move”—congregations 
in transition, students discerning 
and living out their callings as 
well as recent immigrants. 

As a regular speaker and 
preacher at regional and national 
events, he addresses a wide vari-
ety of themes including migration 
and faith, youth and young adult 
development, Biblical fluency 
and the role of faith communities 
in higher education. 

He has served as a consultant 
on various documentaries and 
contributed a faith perspective to 
the national conversation on im-
migration—including speaking 
at a Congressional briefing and 
participating in two immigration 
consultations at the White House. 

Dr. Vásquez-Levy is the author 
of various publications that ex-
plore migration stories in sacred 
texts and in people’s lives. 

His international experience 
has also included refugee re-
settlement work in Canada and 
Germany, and he has served at 
Lutheran churches in Ohio and 
Indiana and Luther College in 
Decorah, Iowa.

tional charge of $20 each 
per night for the third 
and fourth guests. There 
is no additional charge 
for children under 18. 
Maximum occupancy 
is four people per room.

Please note: if you 
wish to take advantage 
of the discounted rates 
we’ve negotiated at the 

Naples Grande Beach Resort, you must register here by no later than September 5. Reg-
istrations may be canceled by calling 407/835-7501 before 4pm on September 6. After 
that time, any refunds may be limited to the registration fees for the event. We cannot 
guarantee refunds of charges for accommodations at the Naples Grande Beach Resort 
after September 6.

We look forward to seeing you at what’s bound to be an outstanding annual meeting 
in Naples. For complete details on Local Church University, the reception, event venues, 
workshops, speakers, the event schedule, nearby restaurants, shopping and things to do in 
the area, please stay tuned for the 2018 Annual Gathering Brochure, which will be pub-
lished in e-Celebrate and on our website in late August or early September.

Adapted from e-Celebrate, July 17 

Resolutions and Cheney Award
The Board of Directors of the Florida Conference is calling for resolutions for the Gather-

ing. The Board welcomes resolutions from churches, ministry teams, groups and committees 
in our Conference community. Resolutions should reflect your issues of concern regard-
ing the kinds of initiatives and commitments that you would like the Florida Conference 
to embrace. Please download the letter and refer to the guidelines for additional details 
(resolutions letter and guidelines as a pdf)

Nominations are welcome for the Peter Cheney Award, presented in recognition of ex-
traordinary and exemplary commitment to God through outstanding service as a layperson 
in the United Church of Christ.

Those nominated should be an individual who manifests a unique integration of spiritual, 
personal and professional life. The Committee on Church and Ministry will select an 
awardee at their September 2018 meeting, and the award will be presented at the Annual 
Gathering. To obtain a nomination form contact dcyril@uccfla.org. Nominations should 
be sent to jvertigan@uccfla.org by no later than August 31.

An Opportunity to Blow Your Own Horn at the 
Annual Meeting

 Does your congregation have a ministry or event that you would like others to know 
about? Do you have a ministry you would like others to get involved with? If so, why not 
bring a display to the 2018 Annual Gathering of the Florida Conference at Naples United 
Church of Christ Oct. 11-13. Why not brag a bit?

We would love to see your Florida expressions of “Faith on the Move” (the theme for 
the annual meeting this year) in our Con-
ference. What a wonderful opportunity 
to also show our Three Great Loves ex-
pressed at the same time. Won’t you help 
us to fill the display spaces at our annual 
meeting with those stories of ministry! If 
you would like to bring a display, please 
let our annual meeting display coordinator, 
Rev. Mike Ford (Congregational UCC/
Punta Gorda), know at cubmf@yahoo.
com. Thank you!

Adapted from e-Celebrate, July 18

from page 1...

https://uccfla-reg.brtapp.com/2018AnnualGathering
http://uccfla-email.brtapp.com/files/docs/2018Resolutions.pdf
mailto:dcyril@uccfla.org
mailto:jvertigan@uccfla.org
mailto:cubmf@yahoo.com
mailto:cubmf@yahoo.com
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Conference

Report of the 
Budget and Finance 
Committee

Ray Peidl (UCC at The Villages)
Budget and Finance Chair

August 8  Sexual Abuse webinar, p23
August 8  Florida Conference Zoom Videoconfer-
ence on new church planting process
August 28 Primary elections, p4
September 2  Coalition of Immokalee Workers 
Wendy’s boycott activities, p21
September 12 Risk Management webinar, p23
September 16 Just Peace Sunday, p23
September 20-23 Annual Encuentro Gathering, 
Immokalee, p23
September 29 WISE Conference on Mental 
Health, Andover, MA, p23 
October 11-13 Annual Gathering of the Florida 
Conference, Naples UCC, p1
October 20 Florida UCC Women “In the 
Company of Women” retreat, Trinity UCC/St. 
Petersburg, p9
November 2-4 Fall Youth Retreat, DeLeon 
Springs, p35

Your Invitation to be 
Informed — Inspired — Transformed

A Richness of 
Opportunities  

“Summertime and the livin’ is easy”… Well, yes, in-
between staying hydrated, adjusting my age- related 
exercise routines, doing activities for the three con-

cerns that I enjoy volunteering my time for, avoiding the strong 
mid-day summer sun here in Florida and helping a neighbor get 
on with their life while experiencing increased spells of vertigo. 
Oh, yes, I cannot forget about writing the summertime article for 
Celebrate Florida. “Fish are jumpin’ and the cotton is high…”

Having had our last Budget and Finance (B&F) Committee 
meeting in May and looking forward to our next August 10 meet-
ing, there is preparation work to be done this summer for that 
upcoming meeting. The bulk of that preparation is directed toward 
the review of this year’s 2018 budget performance. Background 
information is also in order so that we can make ready the 2019 
Conference financial plan. 

Therefore, prior to the August meeting of the full B&F commit-
tee, the Conference Minister, Conference Treasurer, Conference 
Moderator and I as Conference B&F Chair will be taking the 
time to review the year to date (YTD) 2018 budget performance, 
applying anticipated program increased and decreased efforts and 
oh, yes, applying the “guess factor “to a few line items such as 
projected Conference income. This is all in an effort to have the 
information on hand for the August 10 budget preparation meeting 
that will enable the committee members to make 2019 budget 
decisions with the most current financial information at hand. 

This Conference and its member congregations are a living and 
dynamic entity. Change is part of life, and I personally have come 

to embrace change as 
a learning opportunity 
especially when working with the Florida Conference. For ex-
ample, I reported in my last article in Celebrate Florida how the 
full committee had an impromptu discussion about having avail-
able to Conference and congregation church members financial 
and administrative presentations to take advantage of. 

Well guess what? A continuing education offering will be made 
available by the Conference this coming fall. These sessions 
are targeted toward church leaders, treasurers, bookkeepers and 
trustees while others are specifically applied toward clergy eth-
ics. Some of the subjects that are anticipated to be included are 
financial basics for church leaders and clergy, financial ethics 
for Authorized Ministers and financial “best practices” for clergy 
and leaders. WOW! Just what the doctor ordered! These learning 
sessions will be presented by Rev. Karen McArthur, an ordained 
United Church of Christ minister with her ministry currently 
based at First Church in Cambridge, MA.

So stay tuned for details regarding this educational series of 
financial topics of interest to all of us who have been entrusted 
with our church’s financial viability and ethical performance of 
that work. May we continue to do our best as financial overseers 
and strive to continue to warrant the confidence of the Church 
in us all. 

Thank you all for your financial support of your local congrega-
tion and the Florida Conference. 

What to Do on Your Summer 
Vacation? Mobilize for Change!
It is hard to believe, but August is here. This has been 

a challenging and fast-paced year for justice advocacy, 
and it is important to take time in the midst of the struggle to 
renew and re-energize body, mind and soul. But the lazy, hazy 
“dog days” of August are actually a critical time for justice 
organizing and mobilizing. 

It’s so important to make sure everyone in your congregation 
is registered to vote. One easy way to help? Organize voter 
registration events in your church and in community. In Florida, 
in order to vote in the primary elections on August 28, you 
must have been registered by July 30. To vote in the general 
elections on November 6, you must be registered by October 9. 

Another great August activity? Organize issue education 
forums to learn more about the issues at stake in the elec-
tions. The experts are right in your congregation and com-
munity — teachers, health care workers, members of law 
enforcement, community service providers — can provide 
insight into how the issues you’re concerned about play out 
on the ground in local communities. Read more! Learn more 
via the UCC’s Our Faith Our Vote campaign

Adapted from e-Celebrate, July 18

REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE 
for Primary 

Election: 
July 30 

TO REGISTER 
ONLINE: 

https://registerto-
voteflorida.gov/en/
Registration/Index

PRIMARY EARLY 
VOTING: 

August 18-25
ELECTION DAY:

August 28

Zoom in Zoom out

http://www.ucc.org/ourfaithourvote
http://www.ucc.org/ourfaithourvote
https://registertovoteflorida.gov/en/Registration/Index
https://registertovoteflorida.gov/en/Registration/Index
https://registertovoteflorida.gov/en/Registration/Index
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Conference

from the
Conference Church House

Calling All Leaders ... The Florida 
Conference Needs You! 

If you have a servant’s heart and a sincere desire to share your 
unique gifts in service to God and your community or if you 
know someone like that, the Florida Conference needs your 
help. Won’t you consider nominating yourself or someone else 
who might be willing serve on the Florida Conference Board 
of Directors, its committees or as a delegate to General Synod 
in 2019 and 2021?

The Board of Directors and its committees usually meet quar-
terly in Orlando, with one meeting usually held in conjunction 
with our Annual Gathering in the fall. Nominees need to have 
reliable transportation and enough flexibility that they can attend 
meetings consistently. In addition, the Board seeks to maintain 
diversity among its members and committees, with a balance of 
clergy and lay leaders, ethnic diversity and youth representation.

We are currently seeking to fill the following openings:
• Board of Directors: Registrar and youth representative 

under 25
• Nominating Committee: Two openings
• Budget & Finance Committee: Three openings
• Personnel Committee: Two openings
• Legacy Funds, Investment Committee: Two openings
• Legacy Funds, Planned Giving Committee: Two openings
• Committee on Church & Ministry: Openings for one lay 

man and one lay woman in the northeast region, one lay 
woman in the southeast region, and one lay woman and 
one lay man in the west region.

The nomination form may be found here, and nominations 
should be sent to dcyril@uccfla.org or mailed to the Florida 
Conference, 9300 University Blvd., Orlando, FL 32817 by no 
later than August 31.

From e-Celebrate, July 18 

Part-time Director of Music Sought
Church of the Isles/Indian Rocks Beach is seeking a Director 

of Church Music who will work closely with the Pastor to coor-
dinate and supervise all aspects of the music ministry (traditional, 
at present, but seeks to be more adventurous) and to grow it. 

In addition, the Director is an integral leader in the traditional 
service and is a key member of the team that coordinates and 
plans the worship, as well as seasonal celebrations (Lent/Easter, 
Advent/Christmas, etc.), encourages congregational participation 
and support of the music ministry and responds to the commu-
nity’s needs through special programming. 

This position reports to the Pastor. This is a part-time posi-
tion, hours to be determined with candidate. Send resume 
along with salary requirements to: Church of the Isles, 200 
24th Avenue Indian Rocks Beach, FL 33785, Attn: Rev. 
Elizabeth Mitchell Clement; phone 727/595-1039 or  
via e-mail at churchoftheisles@gmail.com. 

From e-Celebrate, July 18 

Another Scam 
E-mail Targets 
UCC Members 

We’ve received re-
ports that UCC mem-
bers continue to receive new scam e-mails made to appear to 
come from Conference Minister Rev. John Vertigan.

The latest scam e-mail had the subject line “URGENT” and 
appeared to come from Rev. John Vertigan and a gmail address 
that is obviously not his (olawaleodunaiya16@gmail.com). It 
appears this particular scammer was too lazy to even forge John’s 
real e-mail address this time.

The text of the scam e-mail was brief, reading simply:
“Are you busy or less-busy right now? Let me 

know please...
Regards.
Rev. John      Sent from my iPhone”

Please be aware that, first, John does not have an iPhone; 
second, he doesn’t use “Rev. John” in his e-mails; and, third, he 
has been on leave for the last few weeks and has sent out very 
few e-mails as a result. In fact, he will not return to the office 
until next week.

So, if you receive an e-mail similar to this, please do not reply. 
If you do, you will likely be asked to go buy gift cards or prepaid 
debit cards, take a picture of the codes on the back and then e-
mail them back to the scammer. Do NOT do that! Do forward 
the fraudulent e-mail to dcyril@uccfla.org, along with the full 
e-mail headers. Check the last e-Celebrate here to learn how to 
find and send the full headers.

From e-Celebrate, July 18
 

 

 
To Take Action, Visit the 

Federal Trade Commission’s Website to:
• File a Consumer Complaint
• Report Identity Theft
• Get Your Free Credit Report
• Register for Do Not Call
• Get Consumer Alerts
• Order Free Resources

www.ftc.gov

Noun: intimate spiritual 
communion and participative 
sharing in a common religious 
commitment and spiritual 
community

This is the word — well-known to many UCCers — that 
Karthik Nemmani, 14, of McKinney, Texas, spelled cor-
rectly to win the 2018 Scripps National Spelling Bee.

mailto:dcyril@uccfla.org
mailto:churchoftheisles@gmail.com
mailto:olawaleodunaiya16@gmail.com
mailto:dcyril@uccfla.org
http://uccfla-email.brtapp.com/viewarchive/20353
www.ftc.gov
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Transitions

On April 22 Rev. Dr. M. Bruce Irwin was installed as the Senior Pastor at 
First Congregational Church/ Port St Lucie. 

He was raised in Pittsburgh and attended Westminster College and Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary, where he received his Doctorate in Ministry. An Ordained 
Minister with a full standing in the UCC, Dr. Bruce was ordained on June 14, 1970, 
and has served as Senior Minister at various churches in Pennsylvania as well as the 
former First Congregational Church/Palm City for ten years before returning to 
Pennsylvania to the Penn Central Conference to be its Interim Conference Minister. 

Through his years of ministry, he has worked with churches that have had financial 
difficulties and has increased memberships. He returned to Florida two years ago and 

is presently serving as the Chaplain 
for the Martin County Fire Rescue.   

Interim First UCC/Orlando 
Pastor Rev. Bob Roberts received 
a warm farewell Sunday, June 10, 
from the congregation, joined by 
family members for cake and coffee. 
Church members thanked Pastor 
Bob for teaching them to  “Rise on 
wings like eagle” (Isaiah 40:28-31)

 Son-in-law Michael Goldfarb, 
grandaughter Kati, Pastor Bob, grand-
son Matthew and daughter Cathy

Eastern Regional Minister Rev. Dr. 
Raymond Hargrove officiated at the 

Installation

Do you have a fond memory of a favorite teacher? Do you 
think back fondly upon an interaction with the Sunday 
School volunteer that you seemed to connect with just 

a bit more than the others?
I, like you, have my share of favorite teachers and mentors 

as a youth. They were the ones who made me feel special even 
when I felt unlovable. They were the ones who seemed to always 
be available when I needed them, and they were the ones who 
always seemed to make the effort to talk with me, and not simply 
talk to me. Nowadays, it seems we find ourselves in far too many 
environments where folk are speaking to one another and not 
with one another. Everything from our social media tendencies 
to our political rhetoric seems to be riddled with the desire to be 
heard without listening and to speak without being in dialogue 
with another.

I will never forget how empowering it felt as I began to realize that 
the Bible is not a monologue but rather some of the richest dialogue 
the world has ever known. Did it change anything for you to realize 
that the Bible is much less a dictatorial mandate and much more a 
vast and expansive discourse between pilgrims of all different shapes 
and sizes representing the expansive richness of our Creator?

People on airplanes, in bookstores and at social gatherings are 
often quick to try to assert their discomfort with my Christianity 
by saying things like, “… but the Bible says…” And when avoid-
ing the conversation entirely is not an option, I try to respond 
by saying something like, “but on many things, the Bible is not 
univocal. It is in dialogue with people and places across the span 
of time. We do our best to be faithful to the dialogue it is and the 
conversation it yearns for.”

We believe that conversation is not only critical to the future of 
the church, it is the future of the church. I hope that you will assert 
your voice — and when appropriate, your listening ears — to the 
conversations that will arise in the days, months and years to come.

In these times, we must talk about the issues we are facing, but 
let us be mindful to not simply speak to one another but to speak 
with one another as well. But please do offer us the opportunity 
to hear your voice in the conversations. 

We have launched a podcast, “Hey! We Gotta Talk…”, available 
on the iTunes Podcast App and the Google Play store for iPhone 
and Android users, respectively*. It is our hope that this podcast 
will be a tool to resource, inspire and connect one another as 
we all strive to be in greater and deeper conversation(s). Begin-
ning September 1, new episodes will be appearing weekly (on 
Wednesdays).

If you are interested in being a guest on the podcast to share 
about what you or your church are working on, striving for or 
pondering, please e-mail me at NWatkins@uccfla.org. I’d LOVE 
to talk!  Talk soon?
*You can subscribe to “Hey! We Gotta Talk…” by clicking here 

for iPhone users or for Android users.

by Neal Watkins
Minister for Faith Formation

Conference

Zoom in Zoom out

mailto:NWatkins@uccfla.org
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/hey-we-gotta-talk/id1386877516
https://play.google.com/music/listen?u=0#/ps/I4ulagdajpsjx6wweyi5izpvnci
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Transitions

CALENDAR
 August 5    

RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Church of the 
Isles/Indian Rocks Beach

August 8   
CM Rev. John Vertigan, Florida 
Conference zoom videoconference on new 
church planting process 
Insurance Board Sexual Abuse, webinar

August 10    
CM Rev. John Vertigan, Finance and Legacy 
Funds Committees, Florida Church House

August 11   
CM Rev. John Vertigan, RMs Revs. Leslie 
Etheredge and Raymond Hargrove, Board 
of Directors, Florida Church House

August 12   
RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Union 
Congregational Church/Tavares

August 14   
RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Pilgrim 
Congregational Church/Port Charlotte

August 14-16    
CM Rev. John Vertigan, Insurance Board 
of Directors, Louisville

August 15    
RM Rev. Raymond Hargrove, Church of 
the Palms/Delray Beach

August 17     
CM Rev. John Vertigan, Florida Council of 
Churches, Fort Myers

August 19     
RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Faith UCC/
Dunedin

August 20-22   
CM Rev. John Vertigan, RMs Revs. 
Leslie Etheredge and Raymond Hargrove, 
ministerial staff retreat, Daytona Beach

August 23     
RM Rev. Raymond Hargrove, Northeast 
Region clergy group, St. Augustine

August 25   
CM Rev. John Vertigan and RM Rev. 
Raymond Hargrove, Northeast Region 
Church & Ministry Committee, Union 
Congregational UCC/Holly Hill

August 26     
RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Congregational 
UCC/

August 28       
Primary elections

September 2    
Coalition of Immokalee Workers, actions 
protesting Wendy’s 

September 12    
Insurance Board Risk Management, 
webinar

September 14-15   
CM Rev. John Vertigan and RMs Revs. 
Leslie Etheredge and Raymond Hargrove, 
Church & Ministry Committee, Florida 
Church House

September 16     
Just Peace Sunday
RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Windermere 
Union Church

September 18-23   
CM Rev. John Vertigan, Council of 
Conference Ministers, Cleveland

September 20-23   
Encuentro Gathering: Hasta la Raíz 

“Down to the Root”

September 23    
RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Pass-a-Grille 
Beach Community UCC/St. Pete Beach

September 29   
WISE Conference on Mental Health
Annual Basket Social fundraiser, First 
UCC/Orlando

September 30    
RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, First UCC/
Orlando

October 6    
CM Rev. John Vertigan, Christian Church/
Disciples of Christ Regional Minister 
installation

October 11-13 
Annual Gathering of the Florida 
Conference, Naples UCC

October 14   
CM Rev. John Vertigan, Spring Hill UCC

October 18-21   
CM Rev. John Vertigan, UCC Board, 
Cleveland 

October 20    
Florida UCC Women “In the Company 
of Women” retreat, Trinity UCC/St. 
Petersburg

October 21   
RM Rev. Raymond Hargrove, Port Orange 
UCC

October 23    
RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Western 
Region Church & Ministry Committee, First 
United Church of Tampa

November 2-4  
Fall Youth Retreat, DeLeon SpringsCheck uccfla.org for updates and watch for 

e-Celebrate messages

Karen Curtis-Weakley, DP, Hope UCC/
Rockledge, service began June 11 
Candace “Candy” Thomas, IN, Christ 
Congregational UCC/Miami, service began 
July 1
Mark Dowell, Co-P, United Church in 
Tallahassee, service began April 8
Brenda Dowell, Co-P, United Church in 
Tallahassee, service began April 8
Several ministerial positions are being filled 
at the Community Church of Vero Beach: 
Rev. Holly Adams as Interim Minister of 
Pastoral Care (service to begin September 
1); Elizabeth Hipp as Ministry Associate for 
Emerging Generations (service will begin 
in the fall); Doug Johnson as Ministry 
Associate for Emerging Generations 
(service to begin August 1)

Key: P (Pastor), DP (Designated Pastor), IN (In-
terim Pastor)

Rev. Robin DeAngelis 
(Spring Hill UCC) lost 
her stepfather John Giza 
on July 6.

The United Church of Gaines-
ville recently welcomed nine new 
members into their church family. 
Here are the affiliations of these 
nine as they grew up and into 
adulthood before joining UCG:

Methodist and Anglican
Methodist and Unitarian

Lutheran
Catholic and Quaker

Presbyterian and Quaker
Reform Jewish

Baptist
UCC

Atheist 
All have found a home in the 

United Church of Christ.  
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I held off writing my article for the 
Beacon because I wanted to experi-
ence June 26 first. So, if you are 

wondering why our church news came 
out after the beginning of July, please 
blame me.

This past Tuesday we had the unique 
opportunity to have a group of students and community officials 
meet at our church to hold a Round Table and Town Hall discus-
sion that seeks a new meaning and change. Some of the students 
were from Marjorie Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, 
Florida. On February 14, they experienced the loss of innocence. 
Now they are on a statewide tour to promote voter registration and 
change in our culture.

Before they arrived at our 
church, they held a voter 
registration event at Laish-
ley Park. Of course, the 
day turned out to be bright, 
sunny, and HOT. They stood 
in the blazing sun rally-
ing people to register to 
vote, particularly those who 
showed up during the last 
election in staggeringly low 
numbers, the 18-25yr old 
demographic. Since I was 
at the church preparing the 
space for their arrival and 
for the Town Hall that would 
come later, I was not able to be at the park. I am told 
(those little birdies) that there was a large crowd 
and that the conversations were lively as well as 
action at the registration booth.

About 15 minutes after 2pm a large bus pulled into 
the parking lot (after driving by the entrance and 
turning around, we must provide better visibility to 
our parking lot) and stopped near the front steps. 
People began pouring off the bus rushing into the 
air-conditioned building. Equipment was unloaded 
by support staff, security did a once through the 
building and props were erected under the cross. I 
spent some time speaking to the tour director, Law-
rence, and the head of security for the tour, Tony, 
laying out how the rest of the night would proceed. 
Meanwhile, the students from MSD and Charlotte 
schools gathered in Faith Hall for a quick lunch and 
some much-needed hydration. A flurry of activities 
was taking place behind the scenes for the event to happen.

After a brief time of relaxation, the principals for the Round 
Table began to gather. I met for the first time, our new Police Chief, 
our County Sherriff, the Superintendent of Schools in Charlotte 
County, the Mayor of Punta Gorda and a Charlotte County School 
Board member. This was certainly a power group to meet with. I 
was already impressed that the students got this response to their 
short notice invitation. It told me a lot about the character of our 
County and City :)

For around 90 minutes, these officials sat with the MSD students 
(16 of them, past and present) and the Charlotte County students 
(six of them) and talked about school safety and what changes 
they saw needed to be made to insure safe campuses. Our local 
students came from Charlotte High, Port Charlotte High and FSW 
High (Florida Southwestern Collegiate High School). When the 
Round Table was ended, the local officials came into the Sanctuary 
and to the last person told me how impressed they were with these 
students and that they had genuinely good ideas to be listened to. 
What a great start to the evening!

At 5:30 (the appointed hour for the Town Hall to start) I made 
a few opening comments. I welcomed everyone here and said 
that we were pleased to be able to offer our sacred space for the 

meeting. Knowing some of 
the outcomes for the previous 
stops on the Change for Our 
Lives Tour the MSD students 
had experienced, I made every-
one aware they were welcomed 
guests in a private space. As a 
private space we could deter-
mine when someone was no 
longer welcome to be in our 
space. That received a rousing 
round of applause. Apparently 
others had heard of the ruckus 
at FGCU (Florida Gulf Coast 
University) started by counter 
protestors. I assured the crowd 
that we believe hosting this 
event is an expression of our 

faith and commitment to social justice. Merci-
fully for all attending, I ended my remarks. I 
say merciful because the air conditioning was 
not keeping up to the 300 or so people in the 
room. It was HOT, and we were just beginning.

To shorten this rendition a bit. The students 
began by asking one another questions such 
as why they were sitting on the panel. This is 
where I listened intently. One young woman 
said it the plainest for me. In essence, she said 
one of her best friends — and possibly the love 
of her life — was killed on Valentine’s Day. She 
said that, for a while, she withdrew from life 
and mourned. Then she asked herself a very 
honest question: how was she to find mean-
ing in her friend’s death. She explained it this 
way: if she did nothing, his death would be for 

nothing. If she spoke out about never letting this happen to anyone 
else’s best friend, then he would have died with purpose. There it 
was, the one thing uniting all of these students and people across 
the country. The room fell silent before bursting into applause.

For the next hour we heard articulate reasons for bringing change. 
We heard about gun violence being a bipartisan issue. We heard a 
clear statement that they didn’t want to take anyone’s guns away. 
We heard anger being expressed about inactive politicians, afraid 
to rattle the cage of their base by hinting at changing the gun 

From The Pastor’s Desk: Seeking Meaning
by Rev. Mike Ford
Pastor, Congregational UCC/Punta Gorda

Being Church

Zoom in Zoom out



 

9

ownership laws. We heard that there is a rising tide of young 
people who are sick of the NRA shoving Super PAC money 
into Congress to sway the results. We heard a clear call for the 

“status quo” to step aside or be run over by the young people who 
will no longer tolerate inaction. We heard that the objective of 
this movement was to change the political landscape by voting 
out ALL who refused to act. We heard a warning that change is 
coming, and it will come from people who are fed up with the 

“old people” doing nothing to help them. It was a scene straight 
out of the ‘60s! I was pumped!!!

When all the student questions had been asked, it was time for 
questions to come from the audience. Here is where the tenor of 
the meeting changed. It seemed that most folks who came to the 
mic wanted to tell their own stories and seek their 15 minutes 
of fame. They were reminded over and over that they were sup-
posed to ask a question of the panel. What normally happens 
happened: most of the speakers ignored the young people who 
were moderating the meeting and did whatever they chose to 
do. It was a classic illustration of exactly why these students 
are traveling all over the country to recruit other young people 
to the cause, because the “adults” won’t listen. 

Then the moment came for the counter protestors to have their 
chance at the mic. Each one who stood to speak began in the 
same, well-coached way, “First let me say, I am a Christian, I 
am a conservative, and I am a member of the NRA.” From that 

point they would berate the kids for bullying the shooter 
at MSD and the police for murdering black people and 
the government for killing Arabs. Each one repeated the 
same message, with slight variations. When one man (I 
won’t call him a gentleman) turned to the MSD students 
and told them they were to blame for the killings at MSD, 
I had had enough and asked the officers to remove him 
from the building. He left but not before turning to me 
and saying, “Read the Word, Pastor.” This is code for 
read it the “right” way, their way. I wanted to ask him to 
show me in Holy Scripture where Jesus promoted gun 
ownership and violence.

It was an hour like that, people taking over to promote 
their own agenda. I don’t remember any questions being 
asked of the panel, though I am sure there were. Those 
questions were pushed out of my mind by the lack of 
dignity these folks brought to the scene. They wanted to 
talk, but they didn’t want to listen (this was not the first 
time I experienced this attitude in the past week). 

Precisely at 7:30, the appointed hour of the end to the 
Town Hall, I shut down the sound system. Most of the 
crowd had left during the audience speaking time. It was 

hot, and they had had enough. The students, though, remained 
poised and looked a bit sad. They had hoped that people would 
listen beyond the questions they had been asked by their com-
patriots. I had to give them a lot of credit. They remained true to 
their convictions and did us all proud. I have the greatest hope I 
have had in a long time being inspired by the young folks. We 
will have a bright future IF we can start listening to them and 
not ourselves only.

To end, I came away from Tuesday — a very long and stress-
ful day — with hope. I saw in a group of young people cause 
to hope. This country faces challenges it hasn’t for a hundred 
years. This country is seeking meaning and change in a way it 
hasn’t for decades. I get to witness and participate in a movement 
that just might save many lives in our country. I have vowed to 
listen very closely to these students. I pray we all shall. It will 
bring you hope if you do!

[Brief Facebook video 
https://www.facebook.com/search/str/punta+gorda+congregat

ional+united+church+of+christ/stories-keyword/stories-public]
From the July BEACON, the newsletter of Congregational 

UCC/Punta Gorda

Being Church

The Florida UCC Women are holding their biennial “In the 
Company of Women” retreat on Saturday, October 20, from 
9am-3:30pm, at Trinity UCC/St. Petersburg. The theme for 
the retreat is “This Means Love” — a Bible study for women 
who want to make a difference. The theme is a continuation of 
the group’s overall 2018/2019 theme of “Planting Seeds.” 

All UCC women and their guests are invited to come and 
spend the day learning how to show love by giving back through 
scripture study and workshops.

More information and registration information can be found 
on the Florida UCC Women’s website, www.uccwomen.org .

 

Terri Crawford, President Florida UCC Women
Member, Fort Myers Congregational UCC

UCC Women

https://www.facebook.com/search/str/punta
www.uccwomen.org
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... strengthen our mutual covenant ... stand us on the front 
line of prophetic witness and outreach as we preach a gospel 
of nonviolence ... teach cultural competence in a changing 
world ... address issues of climate change that threaten our 
way of life right here in Florida. 

Thank you for your prayerful consideration. To contribute, 
please go to: https://uccfla-reg.brtapp.com/donate

Become a  

Friend of the Conference
with a generous contribution to

Addressing Gun Violence
U C C /

New Smyr-
na Beach’s 
ceremony 
49  Be l l s : 
L o v e  i n 
Unison, a 
r e m e m -
b r a n c e 
of the 49 
killed in the 
mass shoot-
ing at Pulse 
nightclub 
in Orlando 

in 2016, was attended 
by about 20 people at 
the June 12 ceremony. 
Mothers of the victims, 
who formed One Orlan-
do Alliance, had called 
upon churches, temples, 
synagogues, mosques 
and businesses to join 
them again by tolling 
their bells and showing 
solidarity with messag-
es of love and kindness 
on their public signs. 

The tolling of the bells 
is part of Acts of Love 

and Kindness, a One Orlando Alliance movement grown out of 
the spirit of giving and good deeds witnessed in the aftermath 
of the tragedy. As the church did last year, they tolled 49 bells 
at noon, followed by a video presentation of the angels lost 
that night.  Rev. Dr. Vern Whittenburg, UCCNSB’s Worship 
Committee chair, officiated the ceremony and was put in the TV 
spotlight when a reporter from Spectrum TV Channel 13 came 
to do a story on this little church participating in this world event. 

The piece aired that evening as part of Orlando Spectrum’s 
coverage of second anniversary remembrances in Central Florida.

Rev. Mike Ford and Moderator Judy Minier of Congrega-
tional UCC/Punta Gorda joined a recent “die-in” at the local 
courthouse to remember and honor the victims of the Pulse night 
club shooting two years ago. It was a somber reminder that on 
average 96 people in America die each day from guns. The die-
in was organized by a small group of concerned and committed 
Florida Southwestern Collegiate High School students who are 
working hard to eradicate gun violence in America. The event 
was supported by several other local civic-minded groups. Judy 
reports it was hard (not physically, but psychologically) to lay on 
the sidewalk in front of the courthouse steps for 16 minutes and 
recall the horror the people felt in the nightclub when they were 
gunned down. She says she is “so pleased” that their church has 
adopted a no-gun policy for their building and look forward to 
a time when we have sensible, enforceable gun laws in place in 
our state and country.  

This year as 
last year, the 
One Orlando 
Alliance asked 
churches and 
religious orga-
nizations to ring 
their steeple 
bells 49 times 
on June 12 to 
remember the 
49 victims of 
the mass shoot-
ing at the Pulse 
nightclub in Or-
lando. Churches that don’t have steeple bells were asked to use their 
signage instead. For the second year in a row, St. Andrew UCC/
Sarasota participated in this important close-to-home memorial 
with many other UCC congregations in Florida and nationwide.

On Sunday, June 3, in Fort Lauderdale, the UCC/Fort Lauder-
dale and Unity Fort Lauderdale joined with other faith leaders to 
Make a Difference with a peaceful protest in honor of National 
Gun Violence Awareness weekend. 

First United Church of Tampa marked the occasion on Satur-
day, June 2, by wearing orange clothing and meeting at the Portico 
Café in Tampa for a family event of games and crafts. Church 
members were encouraged to wear orange to church the next day. 

Naples UCC answered the call from MOMS DEMAND AC-
TION for Gun Sense in America by wearing orange on June 2 
as they gathered in Lowdermilk Park.

Zoom in Zoom out

https://uccfla-reg.brtapp.com/donate
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Coral Isles Church is Making History in the Keys

Located on Plantation Key, Coral Isles Church/Tavernier sits on more 
than two acres of largely unused land. Due to the volatility of residential 
property in the Keys and the almost complete lack of affordable housing, 

in January 2015 the church began exploring options to convert an unused portion 
of its land into a home for future clergy.

A local Realtor suggested giving the land to a non-profit and building afford-
able homes in exchange for a parsonage. Today, that simple suggestion is about 
to become a reality.

In September last year, the congregation voted to pursue a conversation with 
Habitat for Humanity in the Upper Keys. After more than three years of con-
versation and nearly a year of negotiations, the church voted in June to accept a 
letter of intent with Habitat through which the church will get a new parsonage 
and three families in the community will get affordable homes.

“This is a win-win-win,” says Coral Isles Church Pastor Rev. Kerby Avedovech. 
“Coral Isles Church will have a parsonage. Three families will have homes. And 
the Keys’ economy will benefit from construction jobs and funds remaining local.”

Due to zoning, the parsonage will actually be built first and may even finished by the end of 2019, she said. “Then we deed the 
remaining land to Habitat for Humanity in the Upper Keys, and we are finished. They take over all the costs of rezoning, and they 
are significant, and will build three homes, probably in 2020 or 2021.”

“This journey has been filled with God moments,” she said. “It was a long process because we wanted everyone on board, but 
Coral Isles is a church that really wants to ‘be,’ and this is a way to ensure we are financially able to do so. God has been walking 
with Coral Isles throughout the process, and we are excited to see what else is in store for our ministry here in the Keys.”
From e-Celebrate, July 18

A Few Scenes from the 
All-church Retreat 

“Tell, Listen, Share” 
Held by the 

United Church of Gainesville, April 2018
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“Still, when God saw the trouble they were in 
and heard their cries for help, God remembered 
God’s Covenant with them, and, immense with love, 
took them by the hand. God poured out God’s mercy 
on them while their captors looked on, amazed.”

Psalm 106:44-47 (MSG)

Friends, once again we stand at the brink of a moral precipice 
in our society and the question before us is will we choose to 
act in covenant with God on behalf of God’s people or will we 
sacrifice our soul. The United Church of Christ has long been a 
supporter of migrant families seeking refuge within our borders 
from intolerable and unsafe living conditions in their homelands. 
As people of God committed to the sacredness of all creation and 
the sanctity of every life, we are compelled to heed the cries of 
families now being violently torn apart at our borders for political 
expediency and profitability. Such violent acts are unnecessarily 
punitive and place at risk the physical, emotional, psychological, 
spiritual, and developmental stability of hundreds of families 
who now find themselves separated, caged, and commodified 
in a strange land.

All of our sacred texts, no matter the faith, identify the disregard 
of the humanity of the vulnerable as sin.

And God hears the cries of God’s people. The plight of black 
and brown migrant families whose children are ripped from their 
care cannot be the policy of a civilized land. We’ve been here 
before. Our nation’s history bears witness to a legacy of lost love.

We separated the children of Native people from their families.
We separated the children of enslaved people from their families.
We separated the children of Japanese people from their families. 

Across the country on Friday, June 1, scores of Americans 
came out to say no more — the purposeful separation of 
children from their parents at the border is cruel, inhu-

mane and unacceptable in the United States. During a National 
Day of Action for Children, faith communities and civil rights 
organizations arranged dozens of rallies at Federal Courthouses, 
offices of U.S. Attorneys and those of Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement, demanding a change in the latest policy that 
criminalizes the actions of parents bringing children into the U.S. 
illegally and forcibly separates their families.
“It is appalling that this administration doesn’t see the moral 

depravity inherent in ripping children away from their parents,” 
said United Church of Christ General Minister and President Rev. 
John Dorhauer. “As a faith leader, I say without equivocation there 

is nothing 
r e m o t e l y 
humane in 
this policy. 
It is beyond 
sinful — it 
is evil. I call 
on all lead-
ers of our 
church to contact their representatives. Ask them not to abdi-
cate their responsibility. Tell them not to fund this atrocity. Tell 
them to use their power, their voice, and your vote to repeal this 
morally repugnant policy immediately.” Read more

From e-Celebrate, June 6
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UCC Leaders Join National Call to 
End “Cruel” Immigration Policy

The Humanity of the 
Vulnerable
The Humanity of the 
Vulnerable

UCC Leaders: Keep Families Together
Condemning the unconscionable assertion that migrant children should be separated from their parents because of ‘orderly and lawful 
processes that protect the weak and lawful,’ — a Biblical   United Church of Christ National Leadership has issued this pastoral letter 
[June 15], urging the people of the denomination’s almost 5,000 congregations to take action now! First, by contacting their Congressio-
nal representatives, and then by providing funds to keep families together. Money to be used to support the people sleeping in the streets 
at the borders of this country, or those parents and children separated upon entry!

Zoom in Zoom out

http://www.ucc.org/news_ucc_leaders_join_national_call_to_end_cruel_immigration_policy_keep_families_together
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Greetings, Church.
The migrant crisis continues to escalate at our na-

tion’s Southern Border. Today [June 20], I have sent 
a letter from the Florida Conference of the United Church 
of Christ to our U.S. Senators and the White House. The 
language is based on a June 15 letter from UCC national lead-
ership, including the Council of Conference Ministers, 
on which I sit. I invite you to use the link, https://
p2a.co/grDRst2 to send your message, too; to 
embody your Christian call to hospitality 
and compassion with the simple act of a 
letter written and a statement made. God 
bless you.

The text of the letter I sent follows:
The United Church of Christ has long 

been a supporter of migrant families 
seeking refuge within our borders from 
intolerable and unsafe living conditions 
in their homelands. As people of God com-
mitted to the sacredness of all creation and 
the sanctity of every life, we are compelled to 
heed the cries of families now being violently torn 
apart at our borders for political expediency and profit-
ability. Such violent acts are unnecessarily punitive and place 
at risk the physical, emotional, psychological, spiritual and 
developmental stability of hundreds of families who now find 
themselves separated, caged and commodified in a strange land.

We must resist the evil of dehumanization enacted upon the 
vulnerable among us. The United Church of Christ strongly 
condemns the dismantling of families, the criminalization of 
the quest for freedom and the caging of those whose only crime 
is seeking shelter from harm. How we treat those who seek 
shelter in our midst is a direct reflection of how we treat God.

Parkland High students just marched graduation in emotional 
pain. The Pulse anniversary some days hence will reopen the 
psychic wounds of many who live on in pain. Children are 
being torn from their mother’s arms at freedom’s border, and 

both toddlers and parents are crying out in pain. Palestinian 
parents lament the killing of their family members and live 
segregated and oppressed and in pain. A whale died in pain after 
inadvertently consuming plastic trash that litters the oceans. 
The Earth screams as we violate the planet for our own mate-
rial gain and reminds us in so many ways of the ways we are 
causing the Earth to cry in pain. And that’s just the beginning 

of my imaginings.
As people of good faith, and as constituents, we 
call upon you to lend immediate support to 

actions that will end the practice of separat-
ing children from their families at a most 
difficult time in their lives. Children are 
neither a commodity nor a bargaining chip 
and must not be treated as such. End the 
tactic now.

From “Conference Call,” e-Celebrate, 
June 20

Call on Congress to Keep 
Families Together! Use this 
link. 

Donate, designating your 
gift to Keep Families To-
gether here. 

Learn more about UCC 
work at the border here.

Many of these families were never made whole again. This legacy of white supremacist ideol-
ogy is idolatrous and leaves an indelible mark of evil that can only be redeemed by a conscious 
act of spiritual repentance and repair.

We must resist the evil of dehumanization enacted upon the vulnerable among us. The United 
Church of Christ strongly condemns the dismantling of families, the criminalization of the quest 
for freedom, and the caging of those whose only crime is to seek shelter from harm. How we 
treat those who seek shelter in our midst is a direct reflection of how we treat God. We call 
upon our 5,000 member churches to write letters to your representatives in Congress as an 
act of worship this month. Refugee Justice Sunday is June 17, World Refugee Day is June 20. 
Remind Congress there is a law that supersedes partisanship and political bantering, and that 
is the sanctity of all people of God.

Faithfully yours, The National Officers of the United Church of Christ
 Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer, General Minister and President
 Rev. Traci Blackmon, Executive Minister, Justice and Witness Ministries 
 Rev. James Moos, Executive Minister, Wider Church Ministries
 The Council of Conference Ministers of the United Church of Christ

Our Earth is Crying in Pain
by Rev. John Vertigan
Conference Minister
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https://p2a.co/grDRst2
https://p2a.co/grDRst2
https://p2a.co/grDRst2
https://p2a.co/grDRst2
https://transactions.ucc.org/CampaignForm/UCChrist/donate
http://www.ucc.org/news_migrant_families_at_border_have_nowhere_to_go_06152018?utm_campaign=ucc_jun15_18&utm_medium=email&utm_source=unitedchurchofchrist
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On Saturday, June 30, cities and com-
munities all around the country turned 
out to protest families being separated 
at the borders and to call for families to 
remain together.  Tallahassee’s Families 
Belong Together rally took place at the 
old Capitol, and many United Church 
in Tallahassee members and friends 
turned out to participate including Co-
Pastors Rev. Brenda and Rev. Dr. 
Mark Dowell and Community Action 
Committee co-chairs, Sally Butzin 
and Peter Easton.   

More than 60 members from Coral 
Gables Congregational UCC traveled on 
Saturday, June 23, for an afternoon protest in 
Homestead, where the Federal government 
has reopened a 1,000-bed facility that once 
housed minors who entered the country 
looking for a better life.

On Sunday, June 24, at the United 
Church of Gainesville, a skit, “The Garden 
of Eatin” written by Kitty Williams, was presented by members of the Lively Arts Committee, reflecting on the blessing of growing 
up in a garden of care and the trauma of relocation without agency. To close the service, the gathered practiced prophetic lament on 
behalf of those who arrived in our country asking for help and have been met with continued suffering.   

On Saturday, June 30, a “We Care” rally and march was held at Lake Sumter Landing Town Square 
in The Villages. UCC/The Villages Pastor Rev. Drew Willard was one of 10 speakers demonstrating 
against government policy of “zero tolerance.” Close to 1,000 people attended this event despite the 
heat. The Villages provided enough white plastic chairs for everyone and the police were a protective 
presence. 

Pastor Drew’s remarks opened with a story from Matthew 25, a paraphrase of Jesus’ words and in 
closing said, “We are at a tipping point for who we are as a people, as Americans, balanced between who 
we were in our past and who we hope to become. That tipping point is about children, caring for children 
– all children as the next generation.... There are many ways this ‘emerging love ethic’ is being manifested 
non-violently: the Women’s March – where women’s issues are human issues; the #Metoo movement; the 

March For Our 
Lives of Parkland 
youth; for LGBTQ 
people of “Pulse” 
Orlando; for the children and teachers of 
Newtown, CT; Black Lives Matter and Blue 
Lives Matter; and the Standing Rock Sioux Water 
Protectors – reminding us that our environment 
is also at risk; but the tipping point pulling all 
these concerns together is that ‘Families Belong 
Together’ in response to the cries of immigrant 
children unjustly separated from their parents.”
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The Humanity of the 
Vulnerable
The Humanity of the 
Vulnerable

Wearing the blue UCT shirts are founding 
members of UCT, Peter and Sally Butzin

Responses from Our Florida Congregations

Don Ellis of UCC at The 
Villages with Pastor Drew

Zoom in Zoom out
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Being Church

Reflections on Life, 
Death and Faith
From Rev. Dr. Laurie Hafner’s “Laurie’s Lines,” 
June 14
Coral Gables Congregational UCC

Many within our church family 
know and love Peter Knezev-
ich, a longtime and active mem-

ber of our congregation. Two years ago, 
Peter was diagnosed with a glioblastoma, 
an incurable brain tumor. He has undergone 
two craniotomies, radiation, chemotherapy 
and physical therapy. Through it all, he has 
been a source of inspiration, hope and faith-
fulness to those of us who have watched him 
wring out every last ounce of life and seek a 
path of faithfulness through it all.

Peter has been self-reflective and thought-
ful throughout the challenges he has faced 
and, in the process, has sought clarity, 
insight and meaning to this journey he is 
traveling. Supported and encouraged by his 
wife and life-partner Christi, Peter would 
like to now share what he has learned about 
life, what he feels about death, and the peace 
and hope he has found through his faith and 
community. 

This Sunday, June 17, from 12:30–
1:15pm, all are invited to the Chapel for 
a time of reflection and conversation with 
Peter about what, for many, is a hard subject, 
but a part of all our lives. This extraordinary 
opportunity to hear from someone who 
knows he is facing death sooner than later 
gives us a chance to reflect on our own faith, 
what we value, and even how we choose to 
live and to die.

We offer deep gratitude to Peter and to 
Christi for showing us a way through this 
often painful, difficult, 
and fearful subject, 
through their open-
ness, wisdom, and 
love. We claim 
to be a people 
of resurrection 
faith, so what a 
privilege to hear 
from those who 
are living that to 
its fullness.

“No Matter Who You Are...”
by Rev. Elizabeth Mitchell Clement
Transition Pastor, Church of the Isles, 
UCC/Indian Rocks Beach

Towards the end of 2016, Godsend Ministries, 
Inc. (aka Good Shepherd) approached COTI 
when they learned that the local rec center 

where they were worshipping could not be open for their use on Christmas Day. 
They came with an enthusiastic reference from our Director of Music, who knew 
Joe as a musician. She also knew the parish where he had been on staff and the 
circumstances that led to his leaving with a number of parishioners following. 
They were looking for a place to worship and one that might allow them to store 
instruments, etc. (from week-to-week) and office space.

They introduced themselves to us as “an independent, Roman Catholic com-
munity,” which, we 
knew, meant that they 
did not enjoy the fa-
vor of the diocesan 
authorities. It seemed 
like they were taking 
a courageous step and 
one we could support. 
In fact, Joe reminded 
us of our pledge—“no 
matter who you are, 
or where you are on 
life’s journey, you are 
welcome here”—and 
they wanted to hold us 
to it. When the church 
council decided to en-
ter this relationship, 
it was agreed that we 
should help this min-
istry if we could.

Soon, COTI and Godsend/Good Shepherd came to an agreement in terms for 
renting the Sanctuary for mass on Saturday afternoons at 4pm. The priests who 
celebrate the Mass are ordained Roman Catholic priests who, for one reason or 
another, are willing to support this community. Godsend also rents a small office 
off the Sanctuary that serves as a sacristy and office. They set up on Friday after-
noons and take down after Mass on Saturday. From time-to-time, they also share 
the Fellowship Hall. We are careful to plan special services and other events so as 
not to conflict with worship. They are always grateful and careful in this “room-
mate” situation and could not be easier to work with.

For my thinking, we have been blessed to make room for Godsend/Good Shep-
herd. Not only does their help in defraying costs give us a bit of financial relief, but 
their activity and energy in this place shows signs of life that are good for everyone. 
Sometimes they remind us that we have a lot of life left in us, too, and that’s a very 
good thing. Joe and Gel, and their two daughters, Summer and Eva, are beautiful 
spirits and I love it when they’re in the building. Also, the whole family has shared 

their gifts as musicians with COTI and we look 
forward to more of that in the future (Joe will start 
as our interim Music Director in August).

A lengthy article, “’Unchurched’ Catholics Join 
for Worship,” ran on the front page of the local sec-
tion in the July 1 issue of the Tampa Bay Times. St. 
Andrew UCC/Sarasota has an arrangement with the 
Mary Mother of Jesus Inclusive Catholic Community, 
which worships at St. Andrew on Saturday afternoons.
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Hello Florida Conference of the 
United Church of Christ!

This is Rev. Dave Sigmund, 3 
Great Loves Ambassador for the National 
Setting of the United Church of Christ. 
Along with Ms. Nicole Collins, the As-
sociate Director of Annual 
Giving, we send our greet-
ings to each of you in the 
name of our All Loving God.

 Have you heard about our 
UCC 3 Great Loves Initia-

tive? Are you and your church taking part in 3 Great 
Loves? Whether you realize it or not, you are already 
living it every time you share God’s love! 

3 Great Loves is a denomination-wide story telling 
initiative. In the coming years, the UCC is collect-
ing and lifting up the stories of our local churches 
and affiliates. Sharing the stories about how we are 
living out God’s love and expressing love of neighbor, children 
and creation — the 3 Great Loves. From knitting clubs making 
hats for newborns, collecting food for food pantries, starting a 
recycling program at your church, standing together against social 
injustice — these are the stories of 3 Great Loves and no story is 
too insignificant to share!

The hope of this initiative is to tell and share the story of how 
we as individuals, churches and organizations of the UCC are 
impacting and transforming the world as covenantal partners 
united in our common purpose, vision and mission...work that 
lives out the love of God and leads to creating a just world for all. 

We all have a story. We are all a part of God’s story. What’s 
your story?

There are three ways to share your story:
Go to www.3greatloves.org and click the “Tell Us Your 

Story” tab 
Share your story on Facebook, Instagram and Twit-

ter using #3greatloves in your posts
Send your story to us: 3 Great Loves, United Church 

of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115
The Florida Conference has so many great stories to 

share. So keep them coming! In the Conference you 
have two local (and awesome) 3 Great Loves Coordi-
nators: Rev. Dr. Jean Simpson (jsimpsonucc@gmail.
com) and Lynn Jones (honickyl@gmail.com). They 
are here to support you and your church. Please send 
copies of your stories to them as well as to us at the 
national office.

We in the National Setting are here for you as well! 
Nicole will be in attendance at your Annual Gathering in October, 
and I am available via e-mail and video conference. Our contact 
info is: Ms. Nicole Collins, collinsn@ucc.org and Rev. Dave 
Sigmund, sigmundd@ucc.org. 

Let us know how we can continue to support you as you live 
out God’s love through our 3 Great Loves. And a sincere and 
heartfelt “Thank You” to each one of your for your work and 
ministry that shares the love of God and helps to create a more 
just world for all. 

Peace and Blessings,
Rev. Dave Sigmund                                

At 92, Fran Collier still finds ways to demonstrate her 
love of neighbor. As a member of First Congregational 

UCC/Sarasota, Fran has proven that age is not a barrier to 
making others feel good, particularly on their birthdays and an-
niversaries! When Fran and her late husband, Wade, joined the 
church more than 20 years ago, she sang in the choir, served on 
the Faith Formation and Missions teams and was active in the 
women’s group.

Now that Fran no longer drives, she wanted to find a way 
to still stay connected to her First Congregational friends, so 
she offered to call all of the members on their birthday and/or 
anniversary and play to them on her piano. Taking advantage 
of the church’s newsletter that lists both these occasions each 
month and the church directory that keeps church members’ 
phone numbers updated, Fran is able to contact everyone on 

their special day and give them 
a personal greeting.
“This church has always been 

an important part of my life,” 
says Fran, “and this is one way 
that I can give back to my church 
family.” Thus, 365 days a year, 
Fran is at her piano serenading at 
least one member of the church 
and on some days, seven or eight. And believe us, it’s a phone 
call many of us look forward to every year on our birthdays — so 
much so that Jean, for one, purposely doesn’t answer her phone 
so that Fran’s message gets recorded and is one she can play 
over and over again. You might say that it’s the gift that keeps 
on giving…and Fran is the ultimate giver.

3 Great Loves Greetings 
from the National UCC

“Love of Neighbor” Demonstrated Every Day
by Lynn Jones and Rev. Dr. Jean Simpson
Florida Conference Coordinators for 3 Great loves

Zoom in Zoom out

www.3greatloves.org
mailto:jsimpsonucc@gmail.com
mailto:jsimpsonucc@gmail.com
mailto:honickyl@gmail.com
mailto:collinsn@ucc.org
mailto:sigmundd@ucc.org
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3 Great loves

On Monday, July 17, Rodger McDowall of our Missions 
Team, Adonica Aune of our “Faith Club” project and I 

went to visit Pastora Margarita Romo and her son, Pastor Bruce 
Edwards of the ELCA (Lutheran), serving the farmworker 
community of Calle de Milagros in Dade City. 

We had an afternoon of conversa-
tion with them about the origins of the 
mission congregation of Resurrection 
House (ELCA) and the advocacy or-
ganization Farmworkers Self Help, Inc. 

We also saw some of their facilities 
(before an afternoon deluge) – including 
new kitchen equipment in the storage 
area of their worship pavilion to be 
used for community events and private 
individual enterprises. 

They own a number of properties includ-
ing housing, a youth center, athletic field, 
church, office building, medical clinic 
and learning center. Their financial help 
comes from a variety of sources but not 
locally. Perhaps this is due to the history 
of how citrus fortunes were built, relying 
on immigrant workers who had little say 
about their rights. 

We learned of the challenges to this community and their 
commitment to encourage individuals to live by faith (Mar-
garita tells them, “God can hide you”) and follow the laws to 
avoid trouble with the authorities (Bruce tells them, “You have 
to participate in your own salvation”) – acknowledging that 

about half of those participating in 
their programs are undocumented 
immigrants from Mexico and Latin 
America. They are a traumatized 
community, especially concerned 
about an agreement called “287G” 
between the Pasco County Sheriff 
and ICE (U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement). Children 
were Margarita’s first priority from 
the beginning with a Sunday School 
that led to adult and family advo-
cacy in the courts and government 
agencies. 

This year 27 children attended 
VBS, 31 went to summer camp and 
seven youth were led by Londa Ed-
wards (Bruce’s daughter and Mar-
garita’s granddaughter) to attend a 
national ELCA event in Houston 
along with 35,000 kids.

“Calle de Milagros” – 
The Street of Miracles
by Rev. Drew Willard
UCC at The Villages

Jesus said to them, “Let the children come to me, do not hinder 
them; for to such  belongs the kingdom of God.  Mark 10:14b

Clergy in a grow-
ing number of 
our Florida con-

gregations have created 
blogs, which are discus-
sion or information sites 
on the web offering posts 
on various topics.

Here are a few of them you may wish to check out. If you know 
of others, contact Celebrate Florida (celebrateflorida@uccfla.org) 
and we’ll include them in future issues. 

Rev. Dr. John Danner (Sanibel Congregational UCC): www.
periwinkleponderings.blogspot.com/

Rev. Dr. Keith Haemmelmann (Pass-a-Grille Beach Com-
munity UCC/St. Pete Beach): www.pagchurch.org/news/
pastors-blog/index.html

Rev. Dr. Wes Bixby (First Congregational UCC/Sarasota): 
www.gracetraces.blogspot.com/

Rev. Shawn Garvey (First Congregational Church/Winter 
Park):  www.fccwp.org/blog/

Rev. Mike MacMillan (Faith UCC/Dunedin): www.
faithuccdunedin.blogspot.com/2015/12/faith-uccs-new-blog-
site.html

United Church of Gainesville: (www.ucgainesville.org/
sample-page-2/)

Rev. Jim Coyl (Pensacola Beach Community UCC): (www.
Jamescoyl.com)  

New Sacred – A United Church of Christ  blog www.newsa-
cred.org/
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Conference

Music and the Arts

UCC/New Smyrna 
Beach member Rev. 
Linda Bishop wrote 

“While Salem Burns,” 
which will be per-
formed in the church 
Sanctuary on Satur-
day evening, August 
18, with a love offer-
ing fundraiser for the 

church. Rev. Linda asks, “What horrible, murderous chaos can 
take place when a teenager manipulates a whole church com-
munity to cull out their witches?” Her play is about the people 
of the town, their religion, their love for God and their misuses 
of power in their religious hierarchy. There will be a Director’s 
Talk-Back following. The play is also being performed at the 
Atlantic Center for the Arts in New Smyrna Beach. 
“Singspiration Sunday” is the happening at St. Andrew 

UCC/Sarasota on Sunday, August 12. While almost all the 
congregation’s 
Sunday hymns 
come from the 
U C C ’s  N e w 
Century Hym-
nal, they usu-
ally have one 
from the UCC’s 
o t h e r  h y m -
nal, Sing! Prayer and Praise, and the hymns from the two are 
printed in the bulletins every week. Church members are being 
asked if they have a favorite hymn they haven’t heard in a while, 
and on “Singspiration Sunday” they will dust off hard copies of 
the New Century Hymnal and request and sing hymns to “make 
a joyful noise” together. “Blessed Assurance”? They’ve got that 
covered!” Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”? They plan 
to make a sweet sound together! A favorite Christmas hymn? 
Sure! Why not? An oldie but goodie? Absolutely!

It was “Theatre and Chit Chat” for theater aficionados at Pass-
a-Grille Beach Community UCC/St. Pete Beach who attended 
a local production of “Musical of Musicals” on June 30 and 
then gathered afterwards for food, libations and conversation 
at a nearby bistro.

In honor of Father’s 
Day, Coral Gables Con-
gregational UCC fea-
tured its annual Gables 
UCC Father’s Day Sing-
ers. All men and boys of 
the church were invited 
to put together a special 
men’s choral anthem for 
the 11am service on June 
17. The highly celebrated 

Community Arts Program 
Summer Concert series at the 
church included: 22-year-old 
violinist Miclen LaiPang on 
Thursday, June 21; South 
African jazz vocalist Vuyo 
Sotashe on Thursday, July 5 
and the Ignacio Berroa Trio on 
Thursday, July 19. Five-time-
Grammy-nominated pianist 
Christian Sands is featured on 
Thursday, August 2 and classi-
cal guitarist Pepe Romero on 
Thursday, August 16. 

July 29 was “Gospel Music Sunday” at UCC/Fort Lauderdale. 
On September 29 the church will host the South Florida PRIDE 
Jazz Ensemble with a “Strike Up the Band” concert benefiting 
the Ensemble and the church.

Sunday, August 19, will be “Jazz Sunday” at First Con-
gregational Church/Winter Park, featuring Chuck Archard 
and His Jazz Ensemble. On Saturday, August 18, Mayflower 
Congregational UCC/Naples will be having an outdoor New 
Orleans jazz concert.

The traditional services at the Com-
munity Church of Vero Beach on 
July 8 featured music by principal 
cellist Adriana Stenvik along with Di-
rector of Music & Fine Arts Andrew 
Galuska and pianist Rochelle Sallee. 

The C2 service 
showcased new 
contemporary 
praise  songs 
by the Grammy 
award-winning 
Christian rock 
b a n d  C a s t i n g 

Crowns and contemporary Christian music singer-
songwriter Lauren Daigle (L).

CrossRoads Community 
UCC/Melbourne hosted an 
introduction to contempla-
tive photography on Tuesday 
evening, July 17, featuring the 
art of local artist and author 
Kendra Lacy.

Zoom in Zoom out
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Film
The June 

“Thursday 
at the Mov-
ies” at Na-
ples UCC 
was on June 
7 — “Vic-
to r i a  and 
A b d u l . ” 
Those wish-
ing went as 
a group to 
dinner af-
terwards

A St. Andrew UCC/Sarasota tradi-
tion returned with “Monday Night at 
the Movies” on July 16 with a view-
ing of “The Shack” at the St. Andrew 
UCC Bijou Theater (aka, Stewart 
Hall). On July 30 it was “The Road 
to Galveston.”

Film buffs of Christ Congrega-
tional UCC/Miami’s “Film and a 
Latte” group went to a local movie 
theater on Wednesday, July 25, to see 
“Leave No Trace.”

How Do You 
Express Joy?

by Rev. Dr. Dawson Taylor
Senior Minister, Naples UCC

When I gather with a group of people, no matter the size of the group, I always 
try to offer a time to answer questions. Be it questions about me or my vision 
for the future of our congregation or questions about decisions that have been 

made or questions about my new chocolate Labrador retriever puppy Max, open dialogue 
is always good and healthy. I have had the wonderful opportunity in a variety of contexts 
recently to engage in dialogue about applause in worship. This is one of those conversa-
tions that churches have had down through the ages. Some people wish we clapped more, 
and some people wish that we did not clap at all, ever.

I am sharing some thoughts that I have so that we can all be on the same page. First, you 
will rarely see me applaud in church because of my background. I was raised in churches 
that often did not applaud. However, the times that you will always see me applaud are 
to affirm young people and children in worship. I think that young people today need to 
know how glad we are that they are in church. I also believe that our young people are 
spiritually grounded and know that they are singing or playing an instrument to glorify 
God. But I further believe that their efforts should be celebrated, and the fact that they 
are offering their gifts in church in this day and age is something that should be affirmed.

Secondly, I believe that people clap in worship at our church because they sense a spirit 
of joy at work here. Let’s face it – there are good things happening. God is continuing to 
call us to higher levels of faithfulness, and as God’s people gathered here since 1972, we 
keep responding. There are churches all over our nation in decline, and that is simply not 
our story. There is a sincerity in the joy that is expressed. And how do people express their 
joy when gathered in a large group? They applaud. You see it at Artis-Naples. People clap 
after a particularly poignant or good film at Silverspot Cinema. People applaud when they 
are inspired by a good speaker or as a sign of gratitude. We are trained in our culture to do 
just that. And it is natural that people bring that training into the Sanctuary.

Lastly, as a pastor, I do not want to steal people’s joy. In these times, I believe that people 
relish being in a place where joy is abundant and overflowing. I think we yearn for and 
seek out places where people are happy and smiling and glad to be there. So, if that means 
that people applaud from time to time in worship, I may join in or I may not, and I invite 
you to do the same as you are comfortable.

These are good times in the life of our congregation. God is doing good things. Let us 
celebrate that, embrace that 
and be joyful about that. As 
the writer of 2 John says: 
“Although I have much to 
write to you, I would rather 
not use paper and ink; 
instead I hope to come to 
you and talk with you face 
to face, so that our joy may 
be complete” (1:12).

I look forward to seeing 
you face to face in the JOY-
FUL PLACE soon.

From The Steeplelight, the 
newsletter of Naples UCC, 
June-July 2018

A Pastor Reflects
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Conference Yes, meals are one of the fuels that keep 
our churches going. Whether they are 
potlucks, cook-offs, pancake breakfasts, 

teas, progressive dinners or Lenten suppers, we 
church people love our food and our fellowship! 

And we also know the importance of sharing food 
with those who often go without. Here are some 
examples of members of our Florida churches 
“breaking bread” together as well as extending 
the gift of food to others.

Food,
   Glorious                               
        Food

Members from Coral Ga-
bles Congregational UCC 
carpooled from the church 
on late Sunday afternoon, 
June 10, to the Chapman 
Partnership where they pre-
pared and served a meal for 
the homeless.

On Sunday, June 3, mem-
bers at Mayflower Congre-
gational UCC/Naples had as their goal to bring 188 pounds of 
food – to match member Tony Falco’s weight – for the Grace 
Place Food Pantry. Final tally: 265lbs of food!

The  Mea l 
T r a i n  a t 
the  United 
Church  o f 
Gainesville 
o r g a n i z e s 
m e a l s  f o r 
members of 

its church family after a birth, surgery or illness. As they try to 
become more and more efficient in helping one another, they 
have instituted an online sign up for meal assistance. 

The Pastoral Relations Committee at Hope UCC/Rockledge 
hosted a potluck luncheon after worship on June 10 that had 
a tropical theme, inviting the congregation to come to church 
dressed their favorite tropical/Hawaiian outfits (and bringing a 
dish to share).

St. Andrew UCC/Saraso-
ta donates its sanctuary space 
to the Savory Swing Band, 
who in turn holds concerts to 
raise funds for the All Faiths 
Food Bank. In the four seasons 
the band has been performing 
at St. A, it has raised an incred-
ible $23,020. During this past 
season alone, the band raised 
$6,975!

Saturday, June 9 was the date of the community fish fry at 
Pensacola Beach Community UCC.

Spring Hill UCC will enjoy a “no bug picnic” in its Fellow-
ship Hall on Sunday, August 19. It will be the usual hot dogs 
and hamburgers, with all the “fixins” such baked beans, coleslaw, 
potato salad, chips with watermelon for dessert.

The United Church in Tallahassee joined Second Harvest 
of the Big Bend in their “Full Summer” project to feed hungry 
children. Collections of canned goods were carried out over the 
last two Sundays of May, and the church assembled no less than 
188 pounds of supplies. They continue preparing and serving food 
to the homeless each month at the Kearney Center.

Volunteers from Lakewood UCC/St. Petersburg will be assist-
ing a local Methodist congregation in providing dinners for two 

nights in August to families participating in the Family Promise 
ministry, which helps homeless and low-income families achieve 
sustainable independence.

After the Easter service at Faith Family UCC/Brandon, 
all were invited to drive to the Brandon Ale House for a meal 
together. This practice has become a tradition, and when they 
are finished they get “to go” trays of food to take to the home-
less communities so they might enjoy a hot meal on Easter, 
Thanksgiving and on our monthly dinners. Every Sunday, after 
hospitality time, the leftover food is boxed up and taken to the 

hungry. The church’s food pantry collects food from members 
every third Sunday, and some is shared with ECHO (Emergency 
Care Help Organization), a local non-profit agency.

As a Boy Scout troop meets every week at CrossRoads Com-
munity UCC/Melbourne, the scouts each bring a non-perishable 
food item for the church’s pantry to supplement what members 
contribute to share with those in need. The August mission at the 
church is its Buses-n-Backpacks food drive, which will collect 
food items to provide during the school year to the families of 
six students attending a local elementary school.

On Saturday, May 12, vol-
unteers from Good Samari-
tan Church/Pinellas Park 
began to gather at 10am to 
participate in the annual Na-
tional Association of Letter 
Carriers “Stamp Out Hunger” 
food drive. The church had 
four “driver and helper” pairs 
going out with maps of mail 
routes picking up groceries 
left by mail boxes by Pinellas 
Park residents. 

As its teams and those from three other food pantries began 
to return with the plastic tubs filled with food, other volunteers 
unloaded the cars and removed the groceries from the bags and 
dumped the packages and jars into other mail tubs. 

By 2pm, after the letter carriers came in for lunch and 
dropped off the food they had collected on their morning 
routes, the Good Sam volunteers were able to start bringing 
food to its pantry, taking three trips in a pickup truck to ac-
complish that. 

The total of the mail tubs filled with grocery items this year 
was 100 (compared to both 2016 and 2017 when they received 
only 56 tubs), resulting in the happy problem of not having 
enough space to store the food. 

But the pantry work crew filled every shelf, cabinet, closet 
and cubbyhole in the annex building and still had many tubs 
untouched by 5:15pm. 

Exhausted, they decided to put the remaining tubs in the 
former Sunday School rooms to be worked on during the next 
week. Job well done!  

Zoom in Zoom out
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From the Green Team at 
Sanibel Congregational UCC

Food Waste Do’s 
& Don’ts

U.S. households waste 63 mil-
lion tons of food worth $165 
billion dollars each year. Eighty 
percent of all U.S. fresh water is 
consumed getting food from farm 

to fork. According to Paul Hawken in Drawdown: The Most 
Comprehensive Plan Ever Proposed to Reverse Global Warming: 
“[If] ranked with countries, food would be the third-largest emit-

ter of greenhouse gases globally, just behind the United States and 
China. A fundamental equation is off-kilter: People who need food 
are not getting it, and food that is not getting consumed is heating 
up the planet. “For more than a third of the world’s labor force, 
the production of food is the source of their livelihoods, and all 
people are sustained by consuming it. Yet a third of the food raised 
or prepared does not make it from farm or factory to fork. That 
number is startling, especially when paired with this one: Hunger 
is a condition of life for nearly 800 million people worldwide. And 
this one: The food we waste contributes 4.4gigatons of carbon 
dioxide equivalent into the atmosphere each year—roughly 8% 
of total anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions.”

What can we do about it in regions of higher income, 
where food waste is greatest?

DON’T... 
• reject food based on bumps, bruises, color-

ing—aesthetic objections of all sorts. 
• buy or serve too much; for help planning por-

tions, go to www.lovefoodhatewaste.com. 
• toss out milk or other items that have not gone 

bad. Currently, “sell by,” “best before,” etc. 
are largely unregulated designations, indicat-
ing when food should taste best. Though not 
focused on safety, these markers confuse con-
sumers about expiration. 

DO... 
• find tips on storing, preserving, freezing, etc. at www.

savethefood.com; e.g., did you know that a slice of apple 
can soften hardened sugar, that keeping flour in the freezer 
extends its life, that shaking water from fresh produce slows 
degradation? 

• see the online cookbook Amazing Waste by science students 
from University of Wisconsin at Madison. It contains reci-
pes for using up scraps. Make a stew or soup from leftover 
vegetables or a smoothie from over-the-hill fruit. The app 
Handpick generates recipe suggestions from your leftovers. 

• try smaller plates. A Danish study found that reducing 
plate size by 9% cuts food waste by over 25%; it helps 
overeating too!

• compost. Your coffee grounds, eggshells, and citrus peel 
can provide mulch for your garden or plant pots. Check out 
www.edenproject.com for more on composting. 

SUPPORT... 
• campaigns celebrating “ugly” produce and efforts such 

as Feeding the 5000—large public feasts made 
entirely from nearly wasted food. 

• entrepreneurs capitalizing on wasted food—
from turning homely fruits and veggies into juice 
to growing mushrooms from used coffee grounds 
to morphing brewery waste into animal feed. 

• national goals and policies, i.e. in 2015, France 
and Italy passed laws forbidding supermarkets 
from trashing unsold food and requiring that they 
pass it on to charities or animal feed or compost-
ing companies instead.

Adapted from the July STEEPLELIGHT, the 
newsletter of Sanibel Congregational UCC

Food,
   Glorious                               
        Food

OpportunityCIW Calls for Faithful     
   Community Support: 
      Labor in the Pulpits

The Coalition of Immokalee Workers 
is inviting leaders and communities 

of faith to incorporate the fight for Fair 
Food and the Wendy’s Boycott into their 
Labor Day weekend religious 
services — through sermon, 
ritual, prayer or another avenue 

— and then take action at a local 
Wendy’s restaurant to show Wendy’s that the longer 
they stall, the longer they delay — and thereby deny 

— justice, the louder and more insistent our call will be. 
To coordinate this, the Alliance for Fair Food’s Inter-

faith team has created a Labor Day Resource Guide that 
includes resources such as service elements, sermon 
points, campaign background and links to supplemental 
texts, readings and reflections. 

If you want more information on this, check out their 

web page: http://www.allianceforfairfood.org/labor-in-the-pulpits. 
For more information on the causes of the Coalition of Im-

mokalee Workers and how you might be of assistance, please 
contact Uriel Zelaya-Perez at 305/05-1212. 

www.lovefoodhatewaste.com
www.savethefood.com
www.savethefood.com
www.edenproject.com
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54481a36e4b005db391f3e20/t/5b3e19f78a922db5a55d8474/1530796606846/2018+Labor+Day+Worship+Resource+.pdf
http://www.allianceforfairfood.org/labor
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Click logo to 
read current 
and past 
issues

Extracted from summer issue of The Steward

Copyright Trouble for Churches 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Planning a Mission Trip? 

Zoom in Zoom out

https://www.insuranceboard.org/safety-resources/the-steward/
https://www.insuranceboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/newsletter-Spring-2018.pdf
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Opportunities

ABOUT US
Insurance Board is a nonprofit corporation established by the par-

ticipating Conferences of the United Church of Christ. 
IB administers a property and liability insurance program serv-

ing churches and related entities within four denominations: United 
Church of Christ, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Pres-
byterian Church (USA) and Alliance of Baptists.

www.InsuranceBoard.org  
Our insurance serves you so you can serve God.

The following webinars are scheduled for the coming weeks. These we-
binars are free and open to all. Webinars are scheduled to begin at 2pm 
Eastern. For more information about these webinars, click on this link and then 
“Insurance Board Webinars”: https://www.insuranceboard.org/online-learning/

Wednesday, August 8
2-3pm (Eastern Time)

Unique Risks Preventing Sexual Abuse in the School Environment 
(Praesidium)

Click here to Register

Upcoming free webinars!

Wednesday, September 12  
2-3pm (Eastern Time)

Trending Risk Management Concerns for Churches 
(The Insurance Board)
Click here to Register

CONTACT US
700 Prospect Ave., Cleveland, OH 44115
PH: 800.437.8830  |  FAX: 216.736.3239    

Why Choose the Insurance Board?
Need insurance for your church? Click here for 

a few reasons you might want to consider the 
Insurance Board.

Apply for 2018 Encuentro 
Gathering: Hasta la Raíz “Down to 
the Root”

Apply today to join more than 80 students and young people 
from across the country in this year’s annual Encuentro 

gathering to honor and build upon the Coalition of Immokalee 
Worker’s (CIW’s) 25-year legacy of farmworker justice. …

This year’s En-
cuentro gathering 
will go Hasta la 
Raíz “Down to 
the Root” of this 
incredible his-
tory to reflect on 
lessons CIW and 
Student /Farm-
worker Alliance 
(SFA) have drawn 
from past victo-
ries and build 
upon them as the 
Wendy’s Boycott 
surges on.

From September 20-23, we’re bringing together brilliant young 
organizers from across the country to devise a winning strategy 
in the Wendy’s Boycott. 

At the Encuentro, we will build our organizing skills and 
leadership as a network, learn directly from the farmworker 
community in Immokalee and delve deep into SFA’s rich history 
in the Campaign for Fair Food.

Submit an application to join us at the 2018 SFA Encuentro this 
fall, and don’t hesitate to hit us up if you’ve got any questions 
at organize@sfalliance.org.

See you in Immokalee! 

WISE Conference on Mental 
Health Set for September 29

The fourth WISE Conference 
on Mental Health will be 

held September 29 at South 
Congregational UCC/ An-
dover, Massachusetts. 

Stay tuned for additional 
details or for more infor-
mation e-mail Rev. Alan 
Johnson at revalan2004@
comcast.net.

Just Peace Sunday is 
September 16

The Thirtieth General Synod called on the congrega-
tions of the United Church of Christ to mark the Sun-

day preceding September 21 (which the United Nation 
recognizes as the International Day of Prayer for Peace) as 
Just Peace Sunday.

Stay tuned for new resources and check out our prayer, 
craft and learning resources from past years as you commit 
to observing Just Peace Sunday on September 16.

www.InsuranceBoard.org
https://www.anymeeting.com/AccountManager/RegEv.aspx?PIID=ED53DF8888483F
https://www.anymeeting.com/AccountManager/RegEv.aspx?PIID=ED53DF88884831
mailto:organize@sfalliance.org
mailto:revalan2004@comcast.net
mailto:revalan2004@comcast.net
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Time for Conversations...

In the summer  of 2016 we asked if it was Time for Conversations on Race, Re-
ligion, Violence, Tolerance, Justice, Inequality. We have asked you to share with 
our Florida churches how you as a church family have, are now, or are planning to 
have such conversations. 

As you read through these brief descriptions, do you note any which sound like 
programs or opportunities you would like to consider for your own congregation? 
If so, please feel free to contact our Conference Minister, Regional Ministers or the 
Pastors and staff of those churches to learn about people, curricula, materials and 
other resources that could be available to you. We will continue to share as we learn 
more from you. Here are a few more happenings. Please continue to participate in 
this conversation by contacting us at celebrateflorida@uccfla.org.

Beginning in late June, the United Church of Gainesville offered a series 
of Sunday morning discussions exploring white privilege (utilizing the UCC 
workbook). 

Topics included a view-
ing of the short film, “Cru-
cified Realities: Thoughts 
on White Supremacy and 

‘Stand Your Ground’ Cul-
ture’,” “Whiteness as the 
Norm,” “Cash Value of 
Whiteness” and “Moving 
Towards Being an Ally.” 

 On August 25 First United Church of Tampa 
has planned a joint retreat with St. John Presbyterian 
Church at Cedarkirk Conference and Retreat Center 
in Lithia to better know their brothers and sisters. 

The church is making these signs (in English and 
Spanish) available for free.

Pastor Clem Bell of Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church/Dunedin 
invited Faith UCC/Dunedin members to share worship at their 
Sanctuary on Wednesday evening, June 27. 

Shiloh Baptist is an historic African-American congregation, 
dating back to 1900, which every January sponsors the local MLK 
Jr. Unity Breakfast.

The Interfaith Dialogues team at Faith had been in conversation 
with Pastor Bell for several months regarding the opportunity to 
meet members of the Shiloh congregation and experience the 
joyful energy of their worship service.

First Congregational UCC/Sarasota is hosting a “Caring for 
the Earth: An Interfaith Dialogue” event on Sunday afternnon/
evening, October 21. 

The first panel discussion will feature Buddhist, Muslim, Jew-
ish and Christian speakers and community conversation and the 
second panel discussion will be composed of young people from 
various religious traditions. 

After a meal and prayer break they will hear from keynote speaker 
Dr. Waleed El-Ansary, an expert on Islam and the environment. 

The United Church in Tallahassee 
has become involved in Justice850, a 
new Tallahassee alliance devoted to col-
laborating on social change issues across 
denominational and racial lines. 

Earlier this spring, church members 
participated in Bread for the World’s 
yearly letter writing campaign and sent 
90 letters to public officials regarding 
the Federal government’s major nutri-
tion programs.

Bernie McCabe, the State’s Attorney for Pinellas and Pasco Counties, has 
agreed to meet with two religious leaders to discuss the death penalty: Lake-
wood UCC/St. Petersburg Pastor Rev. Kim Wells and Father Bob Schneider 
of St. Cecelia’s Catholic Church. 

They report the conversation was mutually enlightening and Mr. McCabe has 
agreed to meet again after the upcoming gubernatorial election.

Zoom in Zoom out

mailto:celebrateflorida@uccfla.org
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and they will come
 Build It...Following worship on Sunday, June 10, members and 

friends of Faith UCC/Dunedin gathered to officially 
break ground for the beginning of its building project! The 
official start date to begin construction on the new gathering 
space, narthex and ADA bathroom was set for June 18. This 
day has been a long time coming and has taken a great deal 
of work and lots of generosity from so many. So after putting 
some shovels in the ground, the celebration continued with 

— ice cream sundaes!  
Let it rain! Lakewood UCC/St. Petersburg has its beauti-

ful new roof – with special thanks to an anonymous donor 
who inspired the congregation’s generosity.

The walls of the Sanctuary at Good Samaritan Church/
Pinellas Park received a fresh coat of paint thanks to the 
volunteer skill services of members Carolyn Woodard, Jean 
Adams and Linda and Larry Pratt.

With snowbirds up North, most of our churches expect and 
are experiencing lower summer attendance. At Mayflower 
Congregational UCC/Naples, realizing their 280-seat Wor-
ship Center is “pretty empty,” Church Council has decided 
to utilize their Family Life Center space instead. The 60-70 
people in attendance now enjoy a more intimate experi-
ence plus the church saves on utilities and cleaning costs. 

Over  at  Miami 
Beach Commu-
nity Church they 
are also utilizing a 
smaller space for 
Sunday worship as 
their beautiful his-
toric 1921 Sanctu-
ary is undergoing 
renovation. The 
Mediterranean Re-
vival building was 

designed by famed architect Walter DeGarmo and built on 
land donated by Carl and Jane Fisher (he of automotive and 
highway construction and real estate development fame).

Heading West
by Rev. Dr. Bob Sichta
Congregational UCC/Bradenton

We have sold our building and beginning 
on Sunday, August 5, Congregation-
al UCC/Bradenton will worship at 

the Allegro Music Academy in Sarasota. .
Having been at the same location for the past 

60 years, we figured it was time to emulate generational tran-
sitional patterns in America by selling our 
center-city inner-urban building and mov-
ing to the suburbs. Our goal: re-build in an 
area where several thousand new homes 
are about to be built, further west of our old 
(present) location in Manatee County and 
closer to the Gulf.

Because we have a strong, determined 
core and because even with all their skills it 
will take us some time — and a lot more 
money — to do all we plan to do, we’re 
moving to our temporary, “planning location”: the home of 
Allegro Music Academy, owned by two of our members, Bob 
Verity and Dr. Margaret Goreshnik. From there, we plan to 
organize, grow our membership and build anew, using the funds 
we received on our recent sale as our springboard into the future.

For the moment, we are leaving our highly-successful Kids 
Club behind in our old location, where more than 80 children 
meet, learn, share and eat each day under the excellent care and 
leadership of our Early Learning Center Management Team. 
This includes our Treasurer, Eileen Vazquez, Director Brentina 
Lane and Office Manager, Pia Sichta — the three of whom have 
used their talents to grow our program from 19 children to our 
current bulging number. A non-denominational congregation has 
purchased the church building, which is now our landlord for the 
Kids Club until we rebuild following our Allegro interregnum.

Over time we expect to merge our church 
members and our Kids Club in the church 
we expect to build. Fair warning: despite 
being in the best financial shape in 30 years, 
we recognize the fiscal obstacles we face 
and will be coming to the UCC — both the 
Florida Conference and the denomination 
nationally — for guidance and help. 

We expect our process will take several 
years, much of which will be fulfilled after 

my departure, as I have entered into an emeritus status, which 
will terminate on May 31, 2020, a Sunday. It is how it should be, 
passing our torch from one generation to another, growing our 
leadership by its willing surrender to those diverse generations 
of thinking and sharing that follow.

SOLD!!

The Board of Trustees of First Congregational Church/Winter 
Park has announced that the church has completed and submitted its 
application to the Florida State Division of Historical Resources for 
a grant of funds to assist with exterior restoration of the Sanctuary 
and Fellowship Hall buildings. One of the main projects proposed 
in the application is to restore the front columns — in particular the 
Corinthian columns finished in acanthus leaf capitals — repair the 
porch and restore the colonnades. If this is done, restoration of the 
columns and porches, which are so much a part of the church’s dis-
tinctive architecture, will enhance the facility for all. The church has 
made application for $79,000 of state funds to be matched by $79,000 
of funds from the church ($75,000 from an endowment and $4,000 
from its capital campaign fund).  If the application is successful, work 
could begin next summer. 

Some recent improvements at the church include: new window shut-
ters in the chapel; new (and thus, clean) ceiling 
tiles in the kitchen and some new LED lighting 
in the kitchen; new exterior doors on the Music 
building, replacing those that had fallen apart; 
all ten windows in the Sanctuary were scraped 
and painted on the inside; some ceiling repairs in 
the chancel choir area (thanks to Joe and Matt 
Prouse, former members, for helping with the 
scaffolding; and the Spirit Keepers for doing the 
repairs); a new playground, paid for entirely by 
the Gurtler Foundation. Coming soon: all new 
interior doors with security locks for the education 
building, and electronic locks for the pedestrian 
gates to the children’s play area, partially paid for 
with funds raised by the preschool parents. For 
the Jeremiah Project: new tile floors in the pottery 
rooms, partially paid for with generous angel gifts 
to JP for these floors.

Who said? We need pictures!
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In “Across Florida” our intent is to share with you what is happening at our 
90+ churches throughout the state. It is obvious from these entries that there 
is an exciting vibrancy evident within our congregations. 

This energy is making a decisive difference in the lives of congregation members 
and the communities in which they are located while also touching the lives of 
strangers in far away places. 

Through this sharing, you can learn  about innovative ideas, creative outreach 
and stimulating ministry, some of which might be adapatable within your own 
congregation. 

See something that catches your eye or brings a smile to your face? If an idea 
sounds good and you’d like more information about what they’re doing, contact 
that church. 

We’ve singled out a few of these with the following bright ideas symbol  
that you might want to let shine in your own church.

Across Florida

Things at Pass-a-Grille Beach Commu-
nity UCC/St. Pete Beach did not slow 
down during the summer as a wide range 
of activities took place. Many were part 
of the annual “Summer Opportunities for 
Socializing,” which included members 

going as a group to the movies or live 
theater with socializing afterwards, kayaking 

and a new event this year: “Summer Sunday” at 
which the church parking lot was transformed into a place for 
an informal BYO gathering with live music, kid activities and 
walking across the street to the beach to watch the sun set.

Members of North Port Community UCC can take 
vouchers when they dine at the local Perkins Restaurant 
& Bakery, turn them in and quarterly Perkins will send 
a check to the church for 10% of the total of everyone’s 

bills. A good excuse to eat dessert!
Doing worship a bit differently. On Sunday, July 15, Rev. Dr. 

Bernice Powell Jackson preached at St. John Presbyterian 
Church and its Pastor, Rev. Ramiro Ros, preached at her First 
United Church of Tampa (on Saturday, August 25, the two 
churches will enjoy a joint retreat from 10am-3pm at the Cedar-
kirk Conference Center in Lithia). There was no worship service 
at First United on July 29 as members traveled to Wimauma 
to do mission work at the Beth-el Farmworkers Ministry just 
east of Sun City Center. Work began at 10am with lunch before 
finishing by 2pm. 

Senior Pastor Rev. Dr. John 
Danner and Associate Pastor 
Rev. Deb Kunkel officiated 
on July 17 at the blessing of 
the Habitat home of Ivonne and 
family on which Sanibel Con-
gregational UCC members 
invested time, toil and treasure. 

Several members from Spring Hill UCC travelled to Eastside 
Elementary School on May 3 for the church’s annual book pre-
sentation to 104 first graders. While there they were read The 
Day the Crayons Quit and The Day the Crayons Came Home. 
During this program, the Superintendent of Schools and others 
from the Board of Education Office stopped in for a short visit 
while they were on their school tour. They were impressed with 
all that Spring Hill UCC does for the school. Along with each 
child receiving a hardcover book, each teacher received a book 
of their choice for their individual classroom libraries. The Su-
perintendent had requested that the church members meet her 
after the program for a group picture, and while they were walk-
ing to meet her they met the first graders on their way to lunch. 
When the kids saw them, they spontaneously thanked them for 
the books — making it all so worthwhile! The church also has 
provided a $150 Walmart gift card to the family of 10 who are 
the new owners of a recently-dedicated Habitat for Humanity 
home. In addition to its regular monthly donation of $200 to 
Back Bay Mission, the congregation has sent an additional $150 
to help with home repairs.

Members of Pensacola Beach Com-
munity UCC were invited by the Water-
front Rescue Mission to participate in its 
Sole Mission: Shoes for the Needy. New 
or gently used men and women’s shoes 
were deposited in a bin at the church, 
and shoes collected that weren’t given 
to the needy would be sold in the mis-
sion’s thrift stores.

Ministry items for months of May and June collected by 
Lakewood UCC/St. Petersburg benefited Covenant House 
Florida, which has shelters in Fort Lauderdale and Orlando. The 
items collected included travel or trial size hygiene supplies (e.g. 
shampoo, body wash, lotion, deodorant, toothpaste), new and 
used bath towels, notebooks, pens and pencils.

The Dynamic Duo (aka Sales Ninjas) of Kim Fortman and 
Robin DeCoux reported that their recent Parking Lot Pop Up 
sale at CrossRoads Community UCC/Melbourne generated 
$222 of income for the church (total sales for the month of May 
were $1,225). The two pick up and deliver furniture and other 
items daily to sell on the church’s behalf. 

Good Samaritan Church/Pinellas Park held its second an-
nual Back2School Festival on Saturday, July 28. Offered for free 
were haircuts and school supplies (while supplies lasted). The 
kids could enjoy music, popcorn and snow cones and a bounce 
house. A grant of $500 came from the Synod of South Atlantic 

Zoom in Zoom out
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Across Florida
Presbytery (Good Sam is a union church with the Presbyterians); 
last year the church received a similar grant from the UCC.

During the months of July and August at the United Church 
in Tallahassee, its Community Action Committee is sponsoring 
a Summer Sock Drive. The collected socks are for the Shower 
Closet at Grace Mission, which makes it possible for their guests 
to put on clean socks after they shower. Their goal of 150 pairs 
was reached ahead of time so they’ve upped it to 250 by the end 
of August! Meanwhile the folks at UCT are ecstatic over the 
bountiful blueberry season as they have begun canning for sale 
at its annual Artisan Market. Goodies are not limited to bluets as 
they’ll also be offering mangoes and red, green and hot peppers. 

The theme for the women’s overnight this year at the United 
Church of Gainesville was “Spinning Stories.” Participants were 
invited to bring an object with them that represented a personal 
story from their lives. Throughout the retreat, the “still life” table 
offered an opportunity to share the objects with one another and 
the stories they embodied, providing glimpses of the objects and 
morsels from their stories, symbolizing who each is separately 
and who they become in community with one another.  This is 
an eclectic neighborhood where everyone belongs.  

Members and friends of Faith 
Family UCC/Brandon once 
again contributed toys to St. Jo-
seph’s Children’s Hospital in Tam-
pa in memory of Logan Ressler 
Brown. Logan was the grandson 
of member Kimberly Ressler, 
who passed away from stage 4 
neuroblastoma several years ago. 
Some of the toys are pictured here 
with receptionist Maria, whose 
face always lights up when the 
treasures are delivered to her desk.

The thrift store at the UCC/New 
Smyrna Beach will celebrate 
eight years in business on Sunday, 
August 12, when everyone is encouraged to wear something pur-
chased from the shop. The day before they will hold a fashion 
show and luncheon.  

Congregational UCC/Punta Gorda on Sunday, June 24, con-
tributed $2,850 to the Peace River Botanical & Sculpture Gardens 
so the facility can complete and stock their shade house.  This is 

another example of being good stewards of God’s creation and 
how wonderful a place can be made by those who care.

Mayflower Congregational UCC/Naples had its Back to 
School Essentials drive in July, collecting clothing, sneakers and 
tennis shoes along with school supplies to be delivered to local 
shelters ahead of the return to school in August.

Christ Congregational UCC/Miami is conducting its school 
supplies and backpack collection from July 15-August 5 — any 
and all school supplies, backpacks and financial donations are 
welcomed. The goal is to start the school year right for the 16 stu-
dents (ages 4-18) who are currently served by the church’s three 
Guardian ad Litem child advocates: Barbara Parker, Daniel 
Best and Margarita Morell. They also have the recommended 
school supply lists, the children’s ages and gender if someone 
wishes to sponsor a child and fill a complete or partial backpack. 
Any remaining supplies will be donated to Voices for Children, 
a foster children support group.  

Rev. Booth Iburg (Eternal Hope UCC/Valparaiso) reported 
in her “weekly Message” on July 26 that she had just received “a 
huge blessing.” She shared she had received a call from a Hospice 
center where their chaplain had lost his son in a car accident in 
Texas. His son had done a lot of volunteer work with the homeless 
and his father wanted to honor that mission. The Hospice center 
collected donations in lieu of flowers and Rev. Booth was chosen 
to receive the money. She admits she’s not sure how they found 
out about her work but is thankful to God for the gift. She plans 
to divide the money and gift three  homeless/feeding ministries, 
including one in Ft. Walton Beach. 

Pensacola Beach 
Community UCC 
offered their al-
ways popular Trivia 
Night on Friday, 
June 29, where ta-
bles of eight com-
peted against one 
another to discover who knows their trivia best. Snacks 
and fun galore. 

Over at the United Church in Tallahassee, Friday, June 
8, was board game night with participants bringing a cov-
ered dish to share and games to play.

DISCUSSIONS /SEMINARS/PRESENTATIONS WE’RE HAVING...
“Is Our Connectivity Breeding Isolation?” and Books of Luke-

Acts (Naples UCC)
“Effective use of LinkedIn and other Job Search Tools” (Coral 

Gables Congregational UCC) 
“Faith and Finance” (Altamonte Chapel Community UCC/

Altamonte Springs)
“Eclipsing Empire: Paul, Rome, and the Kingdom of God” 

(from Living the Questions) (Sanibel Congregational UCC)
“Gratitude in an Age of Anxiety” (using Grateful by Diana 

Butler Ross) (Pass-a-Grille Beach Community UCC/St. Pete 
Beach)
“How Does Gainesville’s Drinking Water Measure Up?” 

“Planning Ahead – It’s not just for Grandparents Anymore! “ 
“Crucified Realities: Thoughts on White Supremacy and ‘Stand 

Your Ground’ Culture,” “Learning about the Important Work 
of the End of Life Doula,” “On Being a Survivor of Conversion 
Therapy,” “The Five Wishes: Advance Directives” and “The 
Cash Value of Whiteness” (United Church of Gainesville) 
“God and Beyond: Informing Updating the Church Constitu-

tion” (Lakewood UCC/St. Petersburg)

Chapel on the Hill UCC/Seminole began a 10 session 
study of the Book of Esther, which is being facilitated by 
member Agatha Mangwende from Harare, Zimbabwe.

She received her diploma in Pastoral Studies from Dom-
boshawa Theological College in Harare and completed her 
studies in Christian Leadership from the Haggai Institute 
for Advanced Leadership Training in Singapore. 

COTH’s Pastor, Rev. Dr. Martin Lewis, has a long his-
tory of missionary work in Zimbabwe.
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“Pastor, where is the news 
about our church?!”

Celebrate your happenings and share them with 
us. Please send your news to 
CelebrateFlorida@uccfla.org

Across Florida
BOOKS WE’RE READING  AND DISCUSSING TOGETHER...

Love and Ruin by Paula McLain, Educated: A Memoir by Tara 
Westover, Manhattan Beach by Jennifer Egan and Clock Dance by 
Anne Tyler (Naples UCC)

The Magnolia Story by Chip and Joanna Gaines (United Church 
of Marco Island)

The Pocket Pema Chödrön by Pema Chodron (First Congregational 
Church/Winter Park) 

The Orchardist by Amanda Coplin (Pass-a-Grille Beach Community 
UCC/St. Pete Beach)

The Soul of America by Jon Meacham (First United Church of 
Tampa) 

The Orphan’s Tale by Pam Jenoff and Ava’s Man by Rick Bragg, The 
Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd (United Church in Tallahassee)

Heart and Mind by Alexander Shaia, Amusing Ourselves to Death: 
Public Discourse in an Age of Show Business by Neil Postman and 
Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng (First Congregational UCC/
Sarasota)

Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible 
Again by Rachel Held Evans (Coral Gables Congregational UCC)

We Make the Road by Walking by Brian McLaren (Church of the 
Isles/Indian Rocks Beach)

The Prime Time Adult Study at Christ Congregational UCC/
Miami reports it is taking a break for the summer — but its 
quest for learning never stops. Starting September 9, the group 
will begin a study of Diana Butler Bass’s book Grounded: 
Finding God in the World. Here’s what they have planned. 
 Ms. Bass poses the question, “Where is God?” If God is omnipres-
ent then God is everywhere and in everything and is intimately 
involved in all of creation. The Bible tells us that after God created 
the world, “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.” 
(Genesis 1:31) In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus says, “Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”

 So, we are challenging you to look for God and tell us 
where you see God. During your travels or leisure this summer 
take a picture and send it to us. We’d like to compile a pictorial of 
the presence of God all around us. You don’t have to travel to far 
off lands or exotic places. You can start in your own home. Each 
person’s experience is personal to themselves. It could be as simple 
as a butterfly on a leaf, a Florida sunrise or sunset, a newborn 
grandchild, children playing in a sprinkler, or a rainbow after a 
thunderstorm. Others may see God in the majesty of a mountain, 
the breaching of a humpback whale, walking on a glacier, or the 
majesty of the Grand Canyon.

 They ask that participants send their 
pictures with or without captions, 
anonymous or not and the plan is to 
present them in the fall in some form to 
be determined.

+++
The second volume in the trilogy 

Praying for an Eclipse: Father Sun by 
Rev. Dr. Guillermo Marquez-Sterling 
(Pass-a-Grille Beach Community 
UCC/St. Pete Beach) is now available.

United Church of Gainesville
(June)

The Not-So-Secret Garden
     (mid-July to mid-August)

The Gospel According to J.K. Rowling

First Congregational UCC/Sarasota
(July)

Summer Fruits [focusing on Galatians 5:22-23]
(August)

Four Weeks, Four Gospels [loosely based on Heart 
and Mind by Alexander Shaia]

Spring Hill UCC
(June)

The Gospel According to Dr. Suess
(August)

God on Broadway
Altamonte Chapel Community UCC/

Altamonte Springs
(July)

Fixing a Fractured World
  “Respectful in a Hated World”

  “Honorable in a World of Scandals”
  “Generous in a Hungry World”
  “Peaceable in a Violent World”

UCC/Fort Lauderdale
(July)

Love Letters from Paul: 
The Ultimate Church Consultant

Sermon Series

Zoom in Zoom out
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Across Florida

LGBTQ
Cocoa Beach Church Utilizes 
Ministry of Florida Pastor

Cocoa Beach Community Church is currently in a discern-
ment process about whether to become an Open and Affirming 
congregation. They solicited the help of Rev. Dr. Hal McSwain, 
Pastor of First Congregational UCC/Ocala, as a resource 
person for one of their summer seminar events. Dr. 
Hal volunteered to preach a sermon during a June 
worship service focused upon the meaning and 
call to be an ONA church, and during the evening 
spoke to a gathering on the topic, “The Long and 
Winding Road.” 

The focus during the evening was upon changes in 
the larger church’s understanding of human sexual-

ity, orientation and gender these past decades as well as in the 
United Church of Christ. The evening session included a time 
of questions and answers.

“This is what being in covenant in the UCC means.” 

CBCC Pastor Rev. Ed Middleton expressed great appreciation for 
Rev. Hal’s sermon and presentation. “This is what being in covenant 
in the UCC means. It’s powerful that a colleague would give of his 

time so generously, and the members of his church 
would extend their ministry in this way to another 
Florida Conference church. It’s what I love best 
about being United Church of Christ.”

Cocoa Beach will continue their process 
throughout the fall with hopes that a consensus 
will develop by the annual meeting of the congre-
gation in January.

St. Andrew UCC/Sarasota 
recognized its being an ONA 
congregation by celebrating 
Sunday, June 24, as Open and 

Affirming Sunday (the wearing of rainbow colors to worship was 
encouraged). That Sunday also saw the annual Pride worship 
service celebrated at First United Church of Tampa and Good 
Samaritan Church/Pinellas Park. 

Sunday, June 16, was Pride and Diversity Sunday at UCC/
Fort Lauderdale, featuring Ray Boltz and his more than 30 year 
career in contemporary Christian music. Church members later 
marched in the local Pride parade.

Interfaith Tampa Bay organized the fourth annual Interfaith 
Pride Worship Service on Thursday evening, June 21, during 
St. Petersburg’s Pride celebration. Participating were Rev. Jen 
Daysa (Good Samaritan Church/Pinellas Park) who delivered 
the Prayer of Invocation and Rev. Dr. Guillermo Marquez-
Sterling (Pass-a-Grille Beach Community UCC/St. Pete 
Beach) who translated portions of the service into Spanish. The 

“March with Pride” anthem sung by the choir was composed by 
Gregory Cowan, the Music Minister at Good Sam. The service 
was held at First Presbyterian Church/St. Petersburg with guest 
speaker Imam Daayiee Abdullah, one of only four openly gay 
imams in the world.

The Miami Gay Men’s Chorus Gender Bend-
ers performed its “The Express Yourself Edi-
tion” concert at Coral Gables Congregational 
UCC on Saturday evening, June 23.

On May 27, several members of Faith UCC/
Dunedin’s newly-launched Interfaith Dia-
logues group attended the “Shower of Stoles 
Project” at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church/
Clearwater where 30 stoles from the over 1,300 
stoles collection were on display. The Stoles 
Project is an extraordinary collection of over 
1,300 liturgical stoles representing the lives 
of LGBT people of faith. Each stole contains 
the story of an LGBT person, either active in 
their faith community or excluded from service 
because of their sexual orientation or gender 
identity. The Stoles collection began in 1995 
and has been steadily growing in numbers as it 
tours throughout the U.S. Those who were for-
tunate enough to attend this limited engagement 
exhibition were deeply moved by the beauty 
and stories of each stole (StolesProject@Wel-
comingResources.org).

Eternal Hope 
UCC/Valpara i -
so — with Pastor 
Rev. Booth Iburg 
waving the flag — 
participated in the 
Niceville Pride pa-
rade and festival on 
Saturday, June 23, 
making its welcom-
ing presence known 
in the Panhandle.

LGBTQ
snapshots

This stole was donated in 2002 
to the Stoles Project by Good 

Samaritan Church/Pinellas Park

mailto:StolesProject@WelcomingResources.org
mailto:StolesProject@WelcomingResources.org
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Disaster Response & Recovery   

Rev. Alan Coe
Coordinator, 
Disaster Response & Recovery 
Ministry

Preparation
In past articles I urged you to review 

your plans for hurricane season in light 
of Hurricane Irma last year. I hope you 
have done that as individuals, families 
and faith communities. My wife and I 
made some changes this year. We did 
not have a weather radio that was a hand 
crank model. We do now. We decided to 
purchase a generator. It is a small inverter 
generator, which we just purchased and 
did a test run. We also purchased a small 
window AC unit that would be able to 
keep one room in our house cool with the 
generator should power be off for an ex-
tended time.  Not so much for hurricane 
purposes but as a general practice, we had 
an electrician install a whole house surge 
protector. We have stocked up on the 
non-perishables that we would use in the 
event of a power outage and are storing 
more water this year than last. Gathering 
non-perishables now helps avoid the rush 
to get supplies as a storm approaches. 

Response and Recovery
If you are looking for an opportunity 

to have a group from your church do 
some disaster response work, there are 
ample opportunities for volunteer work 
groups through the United Church of 
Christ. To find more information about 
work group opportunities, go to www.
ucc.org/disaster and from there you will 
find specific information about working 
in Texas, Florida, Puerto Rico and the 
US Virgin Islands. You will also find in-
formation about how to plan and prepare 
for disasters and ways to help financially 
with UCC disaster response efforts. The 
UCC does not rush in immediately after 
an event with chains saws raring to go 

-- we wait for the area to be safe and 
do not tax a disaster area with our own 
needs. We try to meet the needs of the 
affected population long after the news 
crews have left.  We provide assistance 
along with ecumenical partners to those 
who have no other means to recover. That 

is why it is important to give our time, 
talents and treasures now. It takes time 
to determine who needs our assistance. 
This is done through a case management 
process to ensure there is actual need and 
no duplication of efforts.

One work site that has been up and 
running in Florida is in Volusia County, 
working on Hurricane Matthew and Irma 
damage with VIND (Volusia Interfaiths/
Agencies Networking in Disasters). 
Should you choose to send a group there, 
you have the opportunity to stay at Union 
Congregational UCC/Holly Hill. Look 
on the internet for www.floridavind.org

We are not the only game in town to 
work with either. One of the joys of doing 
disaster response work is witnessing and 
being part of an ecumenical effort to help 
those in need. You can read in this issue 
about the youth group from the United 
Church of Gainesville that sent a group 
to the Keys to do disaster recovery work. 
They were able to work with the United 
Methodists and had a good experience. 
You may also find some response work 
going on in your own area that you could 
partner and work with.

David Heald (Union Congregational 
Church/Holly Hill) and I are available 
to answer your questions and provide 
assistance as we are able. Thank you for 
your financial and other contributions 
to disaster response and recovery work. 
Please know the need is still there for 
and the work continues. Your financial 
support and forming a work group are 
greatly needed here in Florida and in 
other locations. If you send a work group 
anywhere to do disaster response work, 
please let the Conference know with 
stories and photos.

Blessings to you.

Be Prepared – 
Hurricane/Disaster Supply Kit 

Hurricane Season runs from 
June 1 through November 30 

Checklist 
 Water — at least one gallon daily per person 

for 3-7 days 
 Food — at least enough for 3-7 days 
 Non-perishable packaged or canned food/

juices 
 Foods for infants or the elderly 
 Snack foods 
 Non-electric can opener 
 Cooking tools/fuel 
 Paper plates/plastic utensils 
 Blankets/pillows, etc. 
 Clothing — seasonal/rain gear/sturdy shoes 
 First aid kit/medicines/prescriptions 
 Special items — for babies and the elderly 
 Toiletries/hygiene items/moisture wipes 
 Radio — battery operated and NOAA weather 

radio 
 Telephones—fully-charged cell phone with 

extra battery and a traditional (not cordless) 
telephone set 

 Cash (with small bills) and credit cards—banks 
and ATMs may not be available for extended 
periods 

 Keys 
 Toys, books and games 
 Important documents — in a waterproof 

container or watertight re-sealable plastic bag 
(insurance, medical records, bank account 
numbers, Social Security card, etc.) 

 Tools — keep a set with you during the storm 
 Vehicle fuel tanks filled 
 Pet care items 
 Proper identification/immunization records/

medications 
 Ample supply of food and water 
 A carrier cage 
 Muzzle and leash 
Adapted from the May Outlook, the newsletter of 

Spring Hill UCC

Hurricane Season: 
Preparing and Responding

Zoom in Zoom out

http://www.ucc.org/disaster
http://www.ucc.org/disaster
http://www.floridavind.org
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Disaster

On April 24, I had the privilege of going to Immokalee on 
behalf of the Board of Missions and Outreach. We joined 

in a presentation of a check from Naples UCC to Frank Rincon 
of the Benison Center to aid in relieving the unmet needs after 
Hurricane Irma. You might remember the students who joined 
us on Super Bowl Sunday to sell locally made salsa and chips. 
On that day alone, Naples UCC purchased almost $4,000 worth 
of appetizers for the big game day. The Taste of Immokalee goal 
for hurricane relief was $10,000. Through your generosity, an 
additional $6,000 was given to them to help their community 
recover from the storm and meet their goal.

Three students, Yvelande Astreide, Dulce Chavarria, and 
Martie Auguste, along with their faculty liaison, Marie Capita 
from the Taste of Immokalee, had identified a significant need 
in their community for help with rebuilding people’s lives. As 
many of you know, Immokalee is 
a walking community – very few 
people have trucks or even cars. Yet, 
in the aftermath of the hurricane, 
many people needed furniture or 
appliances to replace those that had 
been damaged by the storm. One 
small organization named Benison 
Center helps the community by 
delivering large items to people in 
need. However, they didn’t have a 
reliable covered truck to transport 

the items. The director, Frank Rincon, had identified a box truck 
in their price range, but didn’t have the money to purchase it. On 
faith, he procured the truck, praying that donors would come 
forward to provide the funds. When we arrived for the presenta-
tion of the check, Mr. Rincon was completely surprised by the 
gift, telling us tearfully that up until that moment, he wasn’t sure 
how he was going to pay for the truck – and that we were the 
answer to his prayers.

As a way of saying thank you, 
he has placed the NUCC logo on 
the box truck, along with the other 
partners who help in his ministry. 
And thanks to NUCC, Immokalee 
now has another resource to help 
the community continue to recover 
from the storm.

From The Steeplelight, June-
July 2018, the newsletter of Naples 
UCC

An Update on 
Hurricane Relief
by Rev. Dr. Deborah Kaiser-Cross
Minister for Congregational Care
Naples UCC

Hands & Hugs
Across the Waters

Hearts, 

Inspired to Reach Out

Women from First Congregational Church/Lake Helen 
were deeply moved by the presentation on Haiti given 

by Chloe Rits, Florida Director of Outreach for the Be Like Brit 
Foundation, at the annual Florida UCC Women’s Conference 
in May. They shared their new passion for the Be Like Brit 
orphanage in Haiti with church leaders, and Chloe was invited 
to Lake Helen on June 3 when she spoke about the Foundation, 
shared a video and answered questions. From a selection of six 
children (three girls and three boys), the congregation chose 
to provide a Love Sponsorship ($33/month) for a young man 
named Ephesiéns. 

Beginning in July, Pastor Rev. Leigh McCaffrey added a time of 
“Learning About Haiti” to Sunday worship to increase our knowl-
edge of the world where Ephesiéns is growing up, which includes 
learning some Creole. “We believe it’s important to support children 

who’ve had a hard start in life,” commented Pastor Leigh. “We 
believe that somehow we’ll make a difference.”

Copies of the book Heartbreak and Hope in Haiti: the Britney 
Gengal Story are circulating through the congregation. Ephesiéns 
had a birthday on June 27, and although he wasn’t aware of it, the 
congregation sang, “Happy Birthday, God Bless You” for him. 
Ephesiéns and Be Like Brit have become an important mission 
to the Lake Helen congregation.

Chloe Rits (Florida Director of Outreach for the Be Like Brit 
Foundation) and Rev. Leigh McCaffrey  with presentation 
board featuring six children needing sponsorship.
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Kids 
Corner

VBS at Pensacola Beach Community UCC 
was for those ages 3-10 and ran mornings from 
July 23-27. 

VBS at First 
Congregational 
C h u r c h / W i n -
ter Park  was 

“Care About My 
Planet” and it ran 
from June 25-29. 
The theme was 

“Lights, Camera, 
Action” with a fo-
cus on “What is 
your action?” 

The 84 children 
learned about do-
ing random acts 
of kindness and 

practiced all week. 
An example was receiving a teddy 

bear from Sofia’s Angels Founda-
tion (www.sofiasangelsfoundation.
org/index.html) and leaving it for 
someone to find (e.g., in a shopping 
cart, at a restaurant).

The note tied to the bear reads: 
“I’m not lost. I’m looking for a 
friend to play with and to take care 
of me.” 

VBS at Hope UCC/Rockledge was 
not just for kids. 

Children ages 5 to sixth grade en-
joyed “Shipwrecked” while grades 7 
through 12 experienced a deeper look 
into themselves through Bible study 
and adults used a fun book, If God Has 
a Refrigerator Your Picture Is on It by 
James Moore.

 

The Community Church of Vero Beach 
offered “Imaginative Arts for Kids” in grades 
K-5th. It was held weekday mornings from 
July 30-August 3. 

The camp had a daily Bible story with work-
shops in the fine arts. 

Presentations and a performance will occur 
on that Friday afternoon followed by a fam-
ily picnic.

It was “Hawaiian Love” for 
17 kids at UCC/New Smyrna 
Beach’s VBS, which ran from 
June 22-24.

Zoom in Zoom out

www.sofiasangelsfoundation.org/index.html
www.sofiasangelsfoundation.org/index.html
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The Rolling River 
Rampage VBS came 
raging through Cocoa 
Beach in June and ev-
eryone who came had 
a great time. This is 
the fourth year that 
Cocoa Beach Com-
munity Church has 
partnered with i ts 
neighboring church 
(Lutheran Church of 
the Resurrection) to 
provide a VBS for the 
community. Hosted 
this year by LCR, the 
three day evening event included a free dinner for all as well as the 
usual games, crafts, music and Bible stories that make VBS so much 
fun. River action was the theme of this year’s VBS and LCR is located 
right on the river. 

They focused attention each night on the importance and care of 
their own Indian River Lagoon, including a catamaran ride for the 
kids through the lagoon on the last night!  

Coral Gables Congrega-
tional UCC welcomed 95 
campers and 28 volunteers 
and staff for its annual Vaca-
tion Bible School program 
June 11-15 — a well-planned, 
exuberant, and fun week for 
all. 

Naples UCC held its 
VBS from June 4-8 with 
over 100 participants in 
the Rolling River Ram-
page VBS. It was a real 
blessing to have over 
30 youth and young 
adults volunteer — nine 
of whom were college 
students. In addition to 
awesome Bible skits, 
games and incredible 
snacks ,  they made 

“ K i n d -
n e s s 
Rocks” for some of 
their church family 
at Bentley Village, 
planted “Prayer 
Seeds,” walked the 
labyrinth and even 
enjoyed time at its 
PrayGround!
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Kids 
Corner

The Kids’ Camp at Pass-a-Grille 
Beach Community UCC/St. Pete 
Beach took place on Saturday, June 
2. Children ages 3-11 played cast-
aways with coconut bowling, island 
experiments, Bible adventures and 
tropical treats. 

The “Sail Away Celebration” for 
parents, grandparents and friends 
happened at its conclusion at 3pm.

North Port UCC’s five-day VBS ran week-
day mornings beginning June 18 for those ages 
5 through fifth grade at no charge. It was the 
program’s fifteenth year and was attended by 
more than 40 children — and with as many 
adult and teen volunteers hustling about — it 
was a busy week. Music, crafts, Bible stories, 
games and snacks were on a rotated schedule 
every day. On the evening of June 22 the 
children presented a program following an all-
family dinner. Each year the children donate to 
a selected mission outside the church. 

This year they coordinated the theme of 
“Rescued by Jesus” with the church’s upcoming mission 
trip to Haiti in November where they will build a home 
for a family as well as help the Be Like Brit Foundation. 

The children learned more about the Be Like Brit Home 
(orphanage) and its importance in Haiti. Besides learning 
about what the Foundation does for the children of Haiti, 
they discovered what it means to be “Britsionary” there. 

As they donated coins each day, they put a “B” on the 
Sanctuary wall and by week’s end had collected $631.81 
for the group to take with them to Haiti. 

This will help “furnish” three homes built by “Be Like 
Brit” Britsionarys (to learn more go to www.BeLikeBrit.
org or BeLikeBrit on Facebook).

Kyle Rose (along with a visiting 
cockatoo).

The two oldest 
groups placed 
12x12” squares 
to replicate 
the 144sqft 
space of a 
home built by 
Britsionarys in 
Haiti and then 
stood inside to 
see the size in 
relationship to 
themselves.

Coral Gables Congregational 
UCC is using an interactive 
Sunday morning curriculum that 
teaches children how to resolve 
conflicts, figure out ways to 
help others and assists them to 
learn how to be peacemakers 
in response to the violence and 
anger they are witnessing in their 
schools and through the media. 

The curriculum from the Mennonite tradition is en-
titled Peace Lab, where children discover God’s way of 
peace.

Tribal Camp, the 
summer spiritual day 
camp for children or-
ganized by the United 
Church of Gaines-
ville, is being held 
weekdays from July 
23-August 3. 

It is open to kids who 
are rising kindergartners through fifth graders. It’s a fun and safe 
multi-cultural, multi-faith camp with a commitment to peace, 
justice and a connection to the earth.

Zoom in Zoom out

www.BeLikeBrit.org
www.BeLikeBrit.org
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Youth Ministries

The Youth United group of 18 youth and 
adults from the United Church of Gaines-
ville was in the Florida Keys June 9-16 for its 
annual Work Tour. The youth worked to help 
rebuild and repair homes for those who suf-
fered damage during last summer and fall’s 
hurricane season. They worked on several 
homes in Marathon, Big Pine and Deer Key.  
Projects included kitchen, bathroom, base-

board and door in-
stallation, paint-
ing, insulation, 
building stairs, 
screening and dry-
wall. They report 
It was a wonderful 
trip with mean-
ingful work and 
significant service, 
side-by-side.

  
Youth from First Congregational Church/Winter Park and 

Union Congregational UCC/West Palm Beach enjoyed a five-
day social justice pilgrimage to Franklinton at Bricks in North 
Carolina from June 10-14 courtesy of the Florida Conference.

Faith Formation in Action!
Fall Youth Retreat

Save the date!!! From November 2-4, the Youth Ministries 
Task Force of the Florida Conference will be hosting a Fall 
Youth Retreat at Camp Winona in DeLeon Springs. Students 
and their chaperones can expect fun outdoor activities includ-
ing both low and high elements ropes courses, air-conditioned 
cabins and many opportunities for fun and friends!

For more information about the retreat, or to express interest 
in the Youth Ministries Task Force, please e-mail Neal Watkins 
at NWatkins@uccfla.org. Watch for more details in e-Celebrate 
and the next issue of Celebrate Florida.

Youth Activities in Our 
Florida Congregations

“It is hard to grow your faith inside your comfort zone” 
was the theme/challenge for the youth groups at Pass-
a-Grille Beach Community UCC/St. Pete Beach this 

year as we worked towards our annual summer Mission Trips.
Year-after-year the youth devote hours of their time as they sleep 

on floors, take cold showers, do without personal belongings, 
leave their cell phones at hom e (hard to imagine!), work in the 
heat, cold or rain — all in the name of God. They have learned 
that they are called to reach out and minister to others – and in 
the process they have learned how much they receive in return.

This year was no 
different as 54 senior 
high youth and adult 
leaders went to the 
wild frontier of Alas-
ka and experienced 
working on home-
steads as well as at a 
local Christian camp 
building cabins and 
doing general upkeep. 
They were astounded 
by the sheer beauty of 
the mountains and the hardiness of the people who live there. 

It was a year of traveling to mountains as 18 middle school 
youth and leaders traveled to Loveland, Colorado, and worked 
for a week with local agencies helping those in need. They were 
all pushed out of their “comfort zone” and returned home excited 
to continue ministry within our own community. 

What  an 
exciting ex-
perience for 
our youth…
what a won-
derful wit-
ness to our 
c h u r c h ’ s 
faith!  

Jeanne Haemmelmann
Associate Minister for Youth & Young Adults,
Pass-a-Grille Beach Community UCC/St. Pete Beach 

Outside Our Comfort Zones

mailto:NWatkins@uccfla.org
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Celebrate! 4th of july

We are accustomed to celebrating Independence Day 
with fireworks, patriotic songs, wearing red, white, 
and blue and having cookouts. I guess it’s an American 

tradition to have hamburgers and hot dogs! (I will probably have 
grilled chicken because it is zero Weight Watchers points. Haha!)

But what are we celebrating? Our independence? We declared 
our independence from the King of England in 1776, and now it 
seems like we are at war again. But this time, instead of fighting 
a war for the establishment of a nation, we are fighting one for 
the survival of our nation.

We have always been a “divided” nation: rich vs. poor, Chris-
tian vs. non-Christian, black vs. white, Catholic vs. Protestant, 
corporations vs. people, liberal vs. conservative, male vs. female, 
native vs. immigrant, gay vs. straight, slave vs. free, etc. And the 
list could go on and on, I’m sure. But now these divisions seem 
so “out there” and front-and-center, and it is painful seeing our 
republic and its people constantly at each other’s throats.

In my 46 years, I don’t recall seeing such a high level of strain 

in the American experience. Now things are just plain nasty, 
mean-spirited, negative, hateful and violent. We need to declare 
our independence from this terrible environment.

So, let’s declare July 4 “Interdependence Day” instead of Indepen-
dence Day. Instead of simply remembering our founding as a nation, 
let’s use the day to call ourselves to repentance and to remind ourselves 
that “we are all in this together,” as they say. For many, our nation is 
headed in the wrong direction, but perhaps a strong dose of sisterhood 
and brotherhood can help us remember who and whose we are.

Let us truly BE what we say we are: “indivisible, with liberty 
and justice for all.” We’re not there yet, and I don’t think we 
truly ever have been. We have some work to do. But if we really 
remember that being the Beloved Community requires interde-
pendence, we will be the beacon of light we claim to be.

That is my prayer for this day.
From The Epistle – the Monthly E-News from St. Andrew UCC/

Sarasota, July 2018.

Following worship on Sunday, July 1, the United Church 
of Marco Island’s Social Events Committee hosted an Inde-
pendence Day picnic under a tent, offering a delicious summer 
spread of burgers, potato salad and more. Prior to the picnic, 
folks were encouraged to 
wear their patriotic best to 
Sunday service.  

St. Andrew UCC/Sarasota 
had its Independence Day 
picnic on Monday, July 2, 
at 6pm, providing hot dogs, 
hamburgers and ice cream 
with guests bringing salads 
and side dishes. 

For the 4th Pass-a-Grille 
Beach Community UCC/
St. Pete Beach had “Let 
Freedom Ring — An Indepen-
dence Day Musical Celebration” at its morning worship on July 
1. Seven vocalists under the direction of Choir Director/pianist 
Dale Williams performed a creative, rousing and rollicking 
program that brought the packed Sanctuary to its feet.

The United Church in Gainesville did something a bit differ-
ent for its Independence Day by moving its “morning” worship 
service on July 8 to 7pm in the evening. The topic was “The 
Essential Nature of Our Interdependence” – a sermon in which 
three laypersons (Heather Dewar, Daniel Webster and Julie 
Thaler) shared their messages of hope and resilience and how 
they have discovered and practiced interdependence in their own 
life experiences. The All Church Band (meaning any and all who 
ever played a band instrument) wowed the audience with “Stars 
and Stripes Forever,” with a parade by the children along with 
readings and hymns of an important and inclusive celebratory 

nature. The evening was capped off with an ice cream social 
(with lucky participants bringing their favorite toppings to share).

The traditional worship service at the Community Church of 
Vero Beach on July 1 featured its Independence Day Choir with 
“The Battle Hymn of the Republic” and other great American 
musical works by Charles Ives, Mack Wilberg and John Philip 
Sousa. The earlier C2 service offered a musical-video salute to 
service men and women, past and present.

Attendees at Mayflower Congregational UCC/Naples en-
joyed a hamburger and hotdog cookout following worship on 
July 1 with everyone bringing a side dish or dessert to share.

For the first 
time in sever-
al years, First 
C o n g r e g a -
tional Church/
L a k e  H e l e n 
participated in 
the community 
4th of July pa-
rade. Magnetic 
car signs fea-
tured the UCC 
comma and the 
church’s  t ag 
line, No Labels, Just Love. Riders in the two vehicles tossed 
candy to the crowd while walkers handed out snack bags with 
the church location and contact information, a brief explanation 
of “what’s up with the comma?” and goodies. Participants ranged 
in age from a five-year-old to a 97-year-old. Plans are underway 
to participate in the Fall Festival and the Christmas Parade. They 
want their community to know who they are, where they are and 
what they believe!

A Pastor Reflects
Celebrating Our 
Interdependence
by Rev. Paul Werner
St. Andrew UCC/Sarasota

Zoom in Zoom out
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